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HISTORY OF CONCORD 

Middle River, 
1907 

I was born and have lived here sixtv-four vears. I 
was born 13 November 1842, one vear and four davs younger 
than the present King of Great Britain and Ireland. Mv 
grandfather was the first man that settled at the forks 
of the l�idJle River, thdt is where two branches of thf' 
Middle �iver meet, one branch coming fro� Lansdowne Woods, 
and the otl1er fro·n �lengarr•, Woods; where the water div­
ides, one part co�ing to ?ictou and the other to Colches­
ter Cour.tv. 

Mv great-grandfather's name was Alexander Fraser (Ogg,), 
well known in his dav, as he was one of the old landmarks, 
He first settled in Jntigonish Countv, in what is now 
known as the Big Intervale. On account of the religion 
of the people living there, he did not like to live among 
the�, so he wandered west until he came to the iJrks of 
the said Middle River, and there made a stand. He took 
up a grant of four hundred acres of land, one half on 
each side of said MidJle River, and covering both branches 
at the f�rks, now divided into four different far�s. 

Mv father, knJwn in his dav as William Grant 1812-
was born at his grandfather's, and lived with his grand­
father until he was tw�ntv-one vears of age. On leaving 
his grand-father's, he served one vear as a farm laborer 
with the late Rev . . ,ngus McGillivrav of Springville. 
And then he and his brother, Peter_ Grant, late �f Tonev 
River, bought three hundred acres of woJdland, where I 
now reside at Concord, joining Alexander �raser's (Cgg) 
propertv. Mv uncle, Peter Grant, made a farm bv clearing 
the wood of said land, and thev usuallv cleared about 
fifteen acres a vear. Mv uncle sold his farm, one hundred 
acres, to the late Donald McLeod, of the same place, and 
the remainder to the late Alexander Nicholson, Blacksmith, 
of Concord. These farms are still owned bv descendants 
of the men that bought of mv uncle, one owned bv <tlex­
ander M<lcLeod, grandson Jf the late Donald McLeod, the 
other part bv nlexander Nicholson, son of the late Alex­
andP.r Kicholson, blacksmith. 

The next settlers after mv great-grandfather was a 
man bv the name of Henderson. He built the first grist 
mill at Concord, and was succeeded bv his son, Donald 
Henderson, who built the present mill, now going to decav, 
like most cf the gristmills in this countrv. 

'.l.'hen about 1852 came the .-1rthurs of Green Hill, in 
possession of the Concord Mills, and remodeled them entire­
lv. About the •,ear 1859 came the MacDonalds of Hopewell 
to Concord, but in the �.,ear 1861, the McDonalds became 
interested in the gold fever thP.n raging for the time in 
Goldenville, Guvsboro Countv. !;t the earliest opportunitv 
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