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PROGANINNE

Remarks of the Chairman
—  Mayor J. H. Baillie

Presentfation of Memorial

_. Dr. C. Bruce Fergusson, Historic Sites & Monuments
Board of Canada . i

S

Address
— Dr. J. H. L. Jchnstone, Geérge Munro Professor of
Physics, Dalthousie University-, . :
Unveiling .

— Dr. H. L. Scammell, President, Pictou Academy Edu-
cational Foq-lrdla-ﬁion
Prayer o}‘ Dedication

— Rt. Rev. A. D. MacKinnon, Nic-derator of the Eighty-
Third Géneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada

Address to Students
— Dr. H. L. Scammell

Placing of Wreath from the pupils of the Sir William
Dawscn School :

God Save the Queen

¢

John William Dawson was born on October 18th, 1820,
in the house formerly occupying the site where this memo-
rial 18 now erected. His special inlerest in geology was
appurent while he was still a student af Pictou Academy.
He graduated from the Uniiersz'ty of Edinburgh at the
age of 22 and was then appointed to carry out ¢ survey
of the coal flelds of Novae Seolia. In 1850 he becume the
first Superintendent of Educetion for Nowva Seotia and,
in 1855, Principal of McGill Universily., His success in
this office, his original and authoriialive papers on the
naturel sciences, and his thought - provoking religious
writings led {o increasing fame and recognition, culminating
in a knighthood in the year 1884. He died in Montreal
on November 18th, 1899, recognized as the most distinguish-

ed scientist in Canada.
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infuse new lite inwo Dalneusie Cua- hefore lie aléw, ue
Jlegé, which had’mac ed a low ebh, Jﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬁd 551 .papers, pamph- mé&z3
Jatier McCullock’s death;iso, iyt 1640, | g 3na books, an astouriding num- g
 Davson came, ‘to‘Dalhousie and gave Jber Yor any man, let alone, one-who
ja serics:of lectures on Natural His- | fooioted important administrative 3p
toky. He also: organized .classes for Rositions for:the greater part of his. :
practjcal work -in mineraldgy. anc life
,palggntologyk which were’ attendec - The: most 4mportant work of his
! . e ’ earlier years was an extended
* gtudy of the geology of the Mari-
Mime Provinces contained in - his
‘ "“Acadian Geology"”. This text book v
- Lxezarded ag fhe besy treatise L.
‘ on Nwa cotian Geology for. sty- L
. - ‘dents. His studles, of the paleonto< W
logy of the Devonlan and the Upper
Silitrian, were; ;amou& His .name, iy,
! ‘agsdciated with the geology’ of near-
- ' 1¢ all parts of-what was then Uppgr ,
: . jand" Lower -Canada. and the . Marn- g
! Ji;me ,va;ncesa" X .s i
i, 2N L Many, | Honors 7+ ' ‘f‘

fé @s wpuld be. expected honours

‘tame’ to him i great profusion. He
held -fellowships™ and ‘membership:
'.ln 31" scientific. societies in various
parts of the world. The greatest of
thé- scxen;ﬂ’m -honours being- his
FellowsKip iii the Royal Society of
fondon, which he received in. 1862
{1.am proud, ds a Pletonian, to state’
that he.was the first of two Pie-
. tonidns, “both graduates of Pictou
. Apademy..to .achieve this great dis-
tinction; <the other being the; late
Professor George H.: Henderson, O.
. BB, -of Dalhousie University, who
. jwas made F.RS. in 1942, for his
,noteworthy researches in Physms it
1 1g; intetesting. to note that Sir Wil-
uham and Professor. Henderson were
teachinterested: in devising a meth-.
od'of determining the age of geo-
- logical formatlons the former by
the -study of .fossil plants, a geo-
logical method; the latter, by &
study df*!prle-odhrm,c hal'os a plhys»-
rical rhethod, -+ -

Three: 'umversitles awarded him
: honorary degrees, McGill. Edin-

: UrE R and B:sti'cp‘shca] legeIINC 1881,
e‘Treceiyed tha Lyel] medal of ‘thé
' Geologxcal Society of London -Jn
11882, he was tmade a Commander of
‘the Order of St. Michael and &t.
,George, and In the same yesr, he
‘was selected by the Marquis
! ‘Lorne, as the first President of {he

Royal SBociety -of- Canada. In' 1884,
“he was knighted by Queen Victoria.
Up until 1892, notwithstanding-.a
'hfe of -exhausting labor, Sir Wil-
yliam enjoyed good health, Irr that
.year, he:was prostrated by pnen-
monia, He never really recoveted
his-1ealth-although he continued ag’
Y Président of MdGill until- 1893,
d when he resigned his office, He
Aigd on November 19, 1899, after a-
long illness. He was survived, by
“widow, -three sons and twa daugh- -
fers, One »son;-Drs George M.-Dawg
sory. Jater ‘bedame Director of xt’he
Geoldgical Survey ‘ot Canada. An-
other gon, William Bell, became Di-
Lirector of the Tidal. -Surveys of
.Canada wThe -third son, practiced
.methcma in London, England.
is most fitting that the Hibtori-
dal Sltes'and Monuments Board of
Canada -should ereet this monu-
ment-{6 the most-widely known of
all’ Canadian” * educationalists’ and
scientisis. He ‘was a scholar. of dis-
tinguished .—- almost encyclopedic
Iéaix‘mnégl ﬁt t\}?lvas the  greatest
bel| ﬂo olog! ts - continent* - has.
P Is m@teacher-he Hag-Tow
equa
.. o Fit To -Be An- Examnle

“When' the tasks Hie" accpmphshed
ar¢ chpsidered; — the university he
lefs behihd. Rini; -+ the monuments
Which were the fruits of his. labor;
e pnd? h:ls great Tesearch activitles,
— it i8" ~amazing that one man could
Have: sdépe it all- But' with it all,
‘he” is descripbed by one: of his pro-
iessoi‘s &s “a man of very gracious
‘perso,nahty, loved by students and I
staff, courteous” to all. He had al)
therqualities -of. a-great statesman:
. e ’oreadt.h of view,:combined with
a grasp of 'detail, 10 esight, insight,
‘swift decision, patience and toler-
ance, He .wag a born ruler, a born:
teacher, and a -born mvestlgator.
but’ the pre-eminent note of Sir
William's character was hig single::
ness of purpose, his simplidity., In;
one word, he was -fit to be an e}c«-
ample set before the young men. of
a umversuy "

In no part of Canada was Sir
William'd career more closely foi-
. |lowed than in Pictoy. Here fie was

Fborn.*here he was inspired-with,the.
: gpirit of scientific research, here his
,earliest - educational- and - st:zentxﬁr:\
efforts.iere mbse; nor did-he.ever.
forggt- his native provinece and his; ,
‘native: fowr Pictoy may well bei
. proud of prodileing one of Canada’s
! grea.test educahonalists v and‘ vgei-

. entists,.
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w ments..of Nova Scotia's, ‘fifst,
/ .mﬁumnwﬂmnampﬁ ‘ot ¥ aducation,
{ “Pictou-born- Sl William. Daig-
N .me_a..Ern._ 200-4ears vmoho.nnnmn
{ fthe ) McGil'” Normal: -Sehooly)
Y ewere recalled in-Halifax Tues-
{ .‘mmw during the second "gnnual
» _.ﬁdmm.aum -of...Canadian , Gollege,
it Teacherss i aitt, Fi o
5y _Hu.m;m.mmnm of § %
mnmﬂv&m#. + educationig.much
"richer. and mipre” extensive’ than
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fProf. David C. Munroe; -diyects
jor of McGill University's Insti
‘fute. of, Edugation .and" presidéent
jof the ‘Canaglan | College of.
{Peachets: (. L 2 i)
Hsir W {lliam lived “duringithe.
ast Half of the' nineteenth cen-
Ptury, said by Professor Munroe’
¥t have been &, period “of re=

markable development in-Ganr
g da e U T

22 [ rhe COT ‘president’ termed
Six - William ..one of.. the - most-
iafiyential  Canadianss ‘of. the;
nineteenth - century .m.mmsmumsos...
..;The work of this ‘man, whose |
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7 Lfury- ‘gimost exactlyy. made’ g,
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1. life in Canada and’his repu=-.
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e B Ty
. William:: Dawsoti-“was  born
- of . Seottish parents, and educat-i
ed - in the Pictou Apademy ‘and:
hy 'a versatile father who BIes=,
pered as a shipwrighb, printer
Land merchant. He later attend-.
. Fed Edinburgh University where
e did not:qualify immediately,
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studies to _the neightiorhood} of
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