St. Andrew’s History Extends over 111 years 
By: Peter Fraser 


The first services of St. Andrew’s congregation, Pictou, were held in the court house. In 1822 the land upon which the present church stands was purchased from Thomas Fraser by Dr. Skinner, David Creighton, and Alexander McIntosh, trustees of the congregation. In 1823 a wooden church was built on the present site, with the Rev. Kenneth John MacKenzie as its first pastor. Mr. MacKenzie a native of Stornoway Island of Lewis, was an able man and a good preacher in both English and Gaelic. His labor was chiefly confined to Pictou, and there he found work enough. Pictou was the seat of Dr. McCulloch’s college, and for some reason the Kirk party felt justified in opposing that movement, and Mr. MacKenzie, being located there, was placed in the front and brunt of the conflict. 


As to who was right or who was wrong in this controversy this is neither the time nor the place to discuss, and while we may be inclined to criticize those who engaged in this dispute, we should remember that as Dr. MacLean says in his “Story of the Kirk in Nova Scotia”; “these men were not our inferiors in wisdom, attainments, or real devotedness to the truth and the cause of Christ,” and adds that “had we been where they were, I see no reason to think that we would have acted differently from what they did.” Mr. Mackenzie labored for many years in Pictou, and together with the Rev. Donald Allan Fraser, defended with ability and some success the claims and rights of the Kirk. 

On Mr. MacKenzie’s resignation a vacancy of some time occurred. He was succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Williams, a man of peace, and diligent and faithful in the discharge of his duty. He remained as St. Andrew’s pastor until the succession, called the disruption occurred in Scotland, when he resigned, went back to his native land and settled in a parish a few miles from Inverness. 


St. Andrew’s was then for a time without a settled pastor, but had occasional visits and services by the Rev. Dr. Alexander McGillivary, of McLellan’s Mountain, he being the only Kirk minister in the county during this vacancy. 

Rev. Andrew W. Herdman 1849-1879 


In 1849 the Rev. Andrew W. Herdman was called to St. Andrew’s and continued its pastor until 1879. It was during his incumbency in 1866 that a magnificent building of Gothic architecture in brick and stone was built. A Manse also was built on land presented to the congregation by the late William Gordon. Esq. In perusing the minutes of the Kirk session during Mr. Herdman’s time one is struck by the severe censures imposed on offenders in those days. For instance, a member of the congregation applies for baptism for two of his children. On enquiry it is found that he has not been attending church regularly. He is therefore told that the sacrament of baptism in his case will be withheld until he shows an interest in the church by attending regularly for some time. Other offences, especially those against morals which today are treated lightly or passed over all together, were severely dealt with by the church in the days of our fathers. Their idea was that if the church was to be strong it must be pure, and he who offends and repents not must go. And there was no discrimination. Be the offender elder, deacon or trustee, his case was tried on its merits and as shown by the minutes of session he had to take the consequences. 

Mr. Herdman during a pastorate of 20 years labored earnestly for the welfare of his people, and no Kirk minister in Pictou County up to the present day has been more revered and beloved than he. In the Kirk record for 1859 during which the Rev. Allan Pollok was editor, reference was made to the first meeting of Presbytery in St. Andrew’s church, Pictou, in 1824. In the minutes if this meeting it is recorded that the members of presbytery took the oath of allegiance to his Most Gracious Majesty, George IV in the provincial secretary’s office on the 10th day of February, 1824, and the editor, Rev. Mr. Pollok, remarks “with what feeling of love for their fatherland and gratitude to God for the blessed administration under which we live would these men, in this distant land, thus unite themselves to the British Crown. How favourably it contrasts with the religious fanatic who refuses to pray for his king and his country because he ought not, in his opinion take concern in the religious affairs of the Empire.” This meeting extended over three days. The next meeting of presbytery was held in Truro on the 31st of May, 1825, and the ancient and laudable practice of the Church of Scotland was adhered to in the preaching of a sermon on some disputed point in theology. 
Pastorates Succeeding that of Mr. Herdman 


The pastorates succeeding that of Mr. Herdman were short and as might be expected little change was accomplished. Mr. Herdman was followed by the Rev. Robert Burnet, an able and eloquent preacher, who remained until 1884. Mr. Burnet was succeeded by the Rev. John M. Callan, a young Scottish minister of scholarly attainments, who remained as pastor for two years. Mr. Callan later became government chaplain to immigrants at Halifax, where he died some years ago. 

St. Andrew’s next pastor was the Rev. Robert Atkinson, from Edinburgh, Scotland. He came in 1889 and remained until 1893, when the “Call of the West” lured him to Ontario. Mr. Atkinson was a man of unusual talents, and had a warm place in the hearts of the people of St. Andrew’s. The next pastor was Rev. Andrew Armit, also from Scotland. He came in 1893, and remained until 1896. It was during his pastorate, in 1895, that the beautiful church was burnt. With admirable energy the congregation proceeded to rebuild and before returning to Scotland in 1896 Mr. Armit had the great satisfaction of seeing a new and even more beautiful church opened for worship. 
Installing of the Organ 


Mr. Armit was followed by the Rev. W. T. D. Moss, in 1897. During his pastorate an effort was made to raise funds to install a pipe organ in St. Andrew’s and a considerable sum was realized. Later this was supplemented by subscriptions and the organ installed during the pastorate of Mr. Moss’s successor. 

(This matter, which to some may seem trivial to include in a historical sketch of the church, is mentioned to show the tremendous change that had come over the opinions of the people with regard to instrumental music in church, for no matter in the earlier history of the Kirk caused more acrimonlous contention than this very organ question.) 

The Rev. L. H. MacLean a native of Cape Breton, the home of so many distinguished ministers, became pastor of St. Andrew’s in 1904. It was during Mr. MacLean’s pastorate in 1913 that St. Andrew’s which had declined to enter the union of the Presbyterian Church until that date, finally gave away and took its place as a part of the great Presbyterian church in Canada. 


The Rev. Mr. MacLean was succeeded by the Rev. E. A. Kirker, who was inducted in December, 1916. Mr. Kirker remained a little over eight years, his resignation being tendered early in 1925 following the vote on church union by which the Kirk Congregation by a large majority decided to continue in the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The Congregation was without a settled pastor until the induction in February, 1927, of Rev. John W. Emslie, a native of Edinburgh. Mr. Emslie remained for two years and a half resigning in September 1929, and in April, 1930, the present pastor, Rev. S. T. Nicholls, a native of New Zealand was inducted. 
