Big Industry in the Life of the Maritimes. 

With over $52,000,000 capital invested, with 14,000 persons employed, the manufacture of biscuits and candy ranks as a major industry. Paying better than $13,000,000 in wages and salaries a year in Canada, one can readily see that the Canadian people must not only have a sweet tooth, but are well pleased with Canadian products. 

Nova Scotia is holding her own with regard to capital investments and wages paid in the biscuit and candy industry, having $5,000,000 capital invested, employing 1,300 people and distributing $1,100,000 in wages and salaries a year. 


Among the nine biscuit and candy establishments in Nova Scotia, there is one situated in Pictou County which although not the largest, is at least one of the oldest, if not the oldest in Nova Scotia. We refer to the firm of G. J. Hamilton & Sons, Ltd., which has been in existence since 1840. 


In 1840 George Hamilton started manufacturing ship biscuits, commonly called hard tack. His baking shop was situated on the very shores of Pictou Harbor, whence one can obtain an excellent view of the Middle, East, and West Rivers. A beautiful spot indeed. He has a small oven and made bread and cookies and in his spare time, hard tack. This master baker was making these so called hard tack so good that he found it profitable to devote all his energies to making and marketing biscuits for ships’ use, such as cabin, captain, and hard and soft biscuits. 
Steady Growth 


From such a small beginning the enterprise grew, adding machinery from time to time, and branching into the making of confectionary and chocolates in the early nineties. Today, Hamilton’s use upwards of one million five hundred thousand pounds of flour a year, and three quarters of a million pounds of sugar. 


It is with a well-deserved feeling of pride that after ninety years of existence, going through years marked as milestones in the history of Canada, the reorganized firm of G. J. Hamilton & Sons, Ltd., is going ahead, better equipped than ever to serve the Maritimes in a way that fears no competition. Some of their leading lines, for instance, Royal Milk Lunch and cream soda Dainties are the favorites with most of the housewives of our three fair Maritime Provinces. 


Hamilton’s candies, either bulk or penny pieces, have sweetened many a day of the old and the young generation. Lately a demand has been created for their 5¢ chocolate bars, and today hom-ade, Dimples, Moon-winks, and Cherry Clusters are names of bars people like. 
Employs 150 people 


The firm of G. J. Hamilton & Sons, Limited, employs one hundred and fifty people and has over $150,000 capital invested. Its yearly sales amount to nearly half a million dollars. Hamilton’s goods are shipped as far west as Vancouver, but the bulk of the business is being derived from the Maritime Provinces. 


Hamiltons are proud of the fact that they are pioneer biscuit manufacturers in Nova Scotia, and for that matter in the Maritimes, and that they have striven and succeeded in establishing in the face of stern competition, feeling of reliability and satisfaction on the part of their customers. 


It is with such a background that the recognized firm of G. J. Hamilton & Sons, Limited., is facing the future with confidence of greater things ahead. 


Its faith in Nova Scotia, its willingness to render service to its many customers, can only be rewarded in the most fitting way, that is, an increased demand for its products. 

