Fore-runner of Pictou Foundry Did Work on the Royal William 

The Pictou Foundry and Machine Company Limited carry on one of the oldest businesses in Nova Scotia, for the forerunner of the present foundry, or the plant from which it sprang, did work on the “Royal William” when she bunkered at Pictou on her memorable voyage across the Atlantic in 1833. On account of the early founding of the shipbuilding industry there was a foundry work in Pictou within a few years of the first settlement. 

It is almost eighty years since the present site was chosen and the first of the buildings as they are, erected. W. H. Davies, who had previously had a foundry at the Albion Mines, opened the plant in Pictou in 1854 and carried it on until his death, when it was continued for a number of years by his sons, George and Charles. It was then taken over by a company under the name of the Pictou Iron Foundry. Under this company it had a successful career for a time but the want of practical men in the management finally caused it to decline and the plant was closed for six years, to be reopened by Joseph Robb and Douglas Hannan. 

Fergusons Enter Business 


In the fall of 1906 Mr. Robb sold out his interest to Allan A. Ferguson and Fergusons and Hannan conducted the business under the firm name of the Pictou Foundry and Machine Company. Both Fergusons and Hannan were practical men and under them the business increased steadily. Following Mr. Hannan’s death in 1932. During the latter years of his life his son, Robert A. Ferguson, assisted him in the conduct of the business and was thus trained to take it over and give it successful management on the demise of his father. Associated with R. A. Ferguson in the ownership of the business are his three brothers, Allan A., Jr, Thomas, and James. 

The plant, which occupies a site splendidly located near the railroad and the waterfront, consists of Machine, boiler, moulding, pattern, blacksmith, and carpenter shops. It has been remodelled from time to time and the equipment kept modern and up-to-date. In January 1913 electric motor power was installed, it being the first industry in Pictou to adopt electric as against steam power. 

Dredge and Ship Work 


The trade, which is principally repair work, is good. The firm secures a lot of dredge work, ship work, repairing of hulls, etc. It has built steam barges and has placed steel bottoms on steamers on the slip for repairs. It controls the rights for the Maritime Provinces to manufacture the Marsh Patent canning tools and has made great quantities of these tools for Burnham and Morrill, and other large packers. It also controls the rights to build in Canada the munro patent carriage for use in saw-mills. 

The company employs about thirty men and in times of rush has had as high as fifty on the job. 


Mr. Robert Ferguson, the Present Managing owner, is a member of a prominent Pictou family, who received his technical training in Scotland. Allan A. Ferguson, Jr., of Montreal, holds a B.Sc. degree from McGill University, Thomas is employed in an engineering capacity on an R.C.M.P. cutter, and James is completing his studies in engineering at McGill University. 

