Millstream Grants

James Grant was born in Glen Urquhart, Scotland and came to Nova Scotia on the Hector in 1773.  He first lived at Graham’s Pond and Caribou and was asked to come to Millstream to build a grist mill as he was a miller by trade.  There the first oatmeal in Nova Scotia was ground.  A sawmill and carding mill were also built.
James Grant lived near the lake where Joseph H Grant lived in later years, and he gave the land for the first log church that served the people living on the east and west branches of the East River from 1790 – 1815, or 1820 when St. Columbia and St. Paul’s (E.R.) churches were built.  The log church stood in the old pasture and a spring nearby is known as the “Old Meeting-House Spring”.

Later James Grant (Dyer), son of Alexander and grandson of James Grant Sr. erected a woolen mill below the highway from the bridge near the railroad.  (Springville)

Furniture was made before 1879.  Little is known about this shop except that chairs were made and the shop was located near the brook and blacksmith shop.

James MacIntosh first owned the blacksmith shop.  He married Catherine Grant, daughter of Findlay Grant (1800 – 1875) from SunnyBrae.  He moved to Island E.R., where Fred Eldridge lives.  In 1879 the blacksmith shop was purchased by Alexander MacDonald.  He came back from Boston where he worked shoeing horses for the city until tram (motor) cars came into use.  Mr. MacDonald was born in Sherbrooke and lived there until he went to the USA to work.  He retired in 1924 when Mrs. MacDonald died (Joanna Sutherland) and he moved to Hopewell to live with his daughter Agnes, Mrs. Duncan Halliday, for seven years. 
Alexander and Robert Grant succeeded their father, Robert.  Robert settled on the old homestead.  However, Alexander, brother of Robert, settled on the property later owned by Joseph MacKay, then Baxter Campbell, and presently Mr. Mosher.  Alex Grant was also a merchant for a number of years. 

The year 1816 was the hardest year Pictou County ever saw.  The preceding summer a plaque of mice had destroyed the grain and potato crops.  Starvation and winter faced the people.  Mr. Grant mounted his horse and rode to Halifax to buy flour… 70 barrels at 3 pounds each, which equaled $15.00.  This was shipped by water to New Glasgow and stored over night in Carmichael’s barn pending shipping up-country next morning to Grant’s mill. 
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At daybreak a crowd forced their way into the barn and each family took one barrel – not stopping to ask the price.  Grant had difficulty in keeping one barrel for his family to use.  There is a mill stone used for the monument near Bridgeville Church which is in honour of:

Hon. James MacDonald – First Chief Justice of Nova Scotia.

Donated by Robert Cameron, Irish Mountain and 

Ted and Annie Mae Morse, Millstream.

James and Jennet Grant – Married in Scotland. James (1725 – 1822) died at the age of 97 years.  (per John P. MacPhie) James and Jennet had 6 children:
1. John did not come home to Canada – went to USA.  It is believed that he is ancestor of Ulysses Grant, USA.

2. Duncan died 1847.  Married Nancy Cameron – no children.

3. Alexander (1770 – 1848) married Ellen (or Nellie) MacKay.  Ten children (red house)

4. Robert married Mary Robertson.   Eight children.  (homestead)

5. One daughter married John Sutherland.

6. One daughter married John MacNeil. 

Sutherlands River was named for this John Sutherland.
Alexander and Robert Grant succeeded their father.  Later there were five Grant families.  

In 1822 there were 12 families of Highlanders in Millstream, per James M. Cameron. 

Alexander Grant, born in Scotland (1770 – 1848) son of James Sr. married Ellen (Nellie) MacKay.   (Lived in red house owned by Mr. Mosher, 1979)

Alexander and Ellen had 10 children:
1. James (Dyer) 1797 – 1875 married in 1822 to Janet Fraser 1803 – 1886 (McLellans Brook)
2. Nancy Ann 1799 – 1886 married Hugh Fraser 1817 – 1859
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3. John Walter married Isabella Robertson

4. Jennet 1807 – 1860 married William Fraser (shoemaker)

5. Helen (Ellen) married John Forbes (Bridgeville)

6. Margaret 1809 – 1860 married John Robertson (Churchville)

7. Alexander married Janet Archibald (Caledonia)

8. Mary married John MacKay (Trenton)

9. Robert, author of East River Worthies married Rebecca McKern (Londonderry)

10. Catherine married Hugh Culton (Island E.R.)

Robert Grant, son of James Grant Sr. married Mary Robertson (Churchville) lived on old homestead.  Robert and Mary had 8 children:

1. Margaret married Alexander Chisholm (Bridgeville)

2. James married Mary Fraser

3. Jennet married John Fraser (Deacon) New Glasgow

4. John drowned in Grants Lake at 16 years of age.

5. Alexander Robert 1807 – 1881 married Christina Roberston.

6. William R., 1811 – 1852,  Prof. of Surgery in PA College, married Miss MacAllister (PA)

7. Catherine married John Fraser (at the Cove)

8. Helen married Colin Robertson. 
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James Grant (Dyer), Alexander’s son, Woolen Mill, Springville 1797 – 1875 married in 1822 to Janet Fraser 1803 – 1886.  They had 9 children:

1. Alexander married twice, first to Elizabeth MacGillivray and then to Margaret Barclay

2. John Walter married Christina Gray

3. Hugh married twice, first to Mary MacDonald and then to Isabella MacDonald

4. Robert David 1845 – 1899 married Catherine Fraser

5. Ellen married John MacGregor of MacLennans Mt., McLellans Brook

6. Mary Ann 1835 – 1903 married twice, first to William Robertson then Evan Cameron

7. Christy Elizabeth never married 1838 – 1902

8. Marion Sophie never married 1840 – 1847

9. Catherine married Duncan MacNaughton

John Walter had a son, James William Grant who died in 1963 in Western Canada.  His daughter is Marie Grant Nelson. 

James Grant Sr.’s grandson, Alexander Robert (1807 – 1881) married Christina Robertson (1814 – 1900) had 6 children:

1. William R. 1852 – 1881

2. John Robert married Mary Forbes 1845 – 1938

3. Christy Ellen 1839 – 1915 married Peter J. Grant 1833 – 1919

4. Mary 1843 – 1938

5. Anna 1850 – 1933

6. Wardrop 1848 – 1925 
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     7. Sarah McAllister married John Robertson (Churchville)

Mary, Anna and Wardie lived in old home across the brook from Morses.

John Robert and Mary Forbes (Denmark) had 6 children:

1. Henry went west

2. Forbes married Lillian Putnam

3. Julia married Will Cameron (Irish Mt.)

4. Christina married Donald Grant (Eureka)

5. Roderick died young

6. Ada died in 1900

This family lived where Ted and Annie Mae Morse lived. 

James Grant, son of Robert who married Mary Fraser had 7 children:

1. Robert died in California

2. John George married Charlotte Jessie Archibald (St. Pauls)

3. Joseph Howe married Anna MacGillivray (Springville)

4. Jessie Helen married Samuel Fraser (Springville)

5. Mary married Owen Fraser

6. Margaret 1838 – 1930 married John Grant (Springville)
7. Catherine Ann married Eugene Briggs (California)

Joseph lived in first homestead and John George lived across the lake.  Later John George’s house was burned.  Other one is not presently occupied. 
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1.  James Grant Sr.

2.  Robert son of James Grant Sr.

3.  Alexander Robert 1807 – 1881, grandson of James Grant Sr.
  4.  Christy Ellen 1839 – 1915, great granddaughter of James Grant Sr. married Peter J. Grant 1833 – 1919.  Christy Ellen and Peter had 10 children:

1. Robert 1862 – 1949 married Leslie Hoyden.  They had a daughter Dorothy

2. Allister 1864 married Mary Snell 1867 – 1942.  They had 7 children:  Robert, Wilmot, Mabel, Frank, Elizabeth, Christine and Peter 

3. Lydia 1865 married John Holmes.  They had 7 children:  Irene 1890 – 1969, Christy, Annabell, Earl, John, Allister, Marjorie

4. Mary 1867 – 1944 married Fulton Cameron.  They had 4 children:  Helen, Dorothy, Archibald, Mary Fulton

5. Sinclair 1870 – 1929 married Catherine and had 2 children:  Norman, Helen

6. Crissie 1872 – 1950 married Smith Cox Fraser.  They had 4 children:  Peter, Hilda, James, Mary Louise

7. William 1875 married Katherine

8. James Jackson 1877 – 1943 never married

9. Lousia Reid 1879 – 1975 married John Tait. They had 2 children:  Helen, Catherine

10. Marjorie 1884 – 1886 
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1.  James Grant Sr.

2.  Robert, son of James Grant Sr. 

3.  James Grant, grandson of James Grant Sr, son of Robert married Mary Fraser
  4. John George, great grandson of James Grant Sr. and son of James Grant, married Charlotte Archibald had 5 children:
1. Jessie May married Bertram MacLean and had 2 children:  Charlotte, Leslie

2. Wilna married John K. Campbell and had one son, James

3. Margaret married Samuel Muir and had 3 children:  Dorothy, J. Grant, Donald.  Margaret died April 14, 1975

4. James Prescott married Nellie Ross

5. Eugene married Patton

4. Joseph Howe, great grandson of James Grant Sr. and son of James Grant, married Anna MacGillivray had one daughter: Rachel (adopted)

4. Margaret 1838 – 1930, great granddaughter of James Grant Sr. and daughter of James Grant, married John Grant (Springville) had 3 children:

1. Robert married Annie Turner

2. Jessie Ellen never married

3. Christena (Tena) 

