Biographical Notes on 

W. E. Maclellan, LL.B., LL.D.
By David Maclellan

W. E. Maclellan, LL.B, LL.D. (1855 – 1929), who wrote the Hector verses, was my grandfather.  His Maclellan forebears went from Scotland to PEI in 1773 and, after the crop failures there, moved to Pictou and took up a large grant of land extending from the top of Roger’s Hill to the top of Green Hill.  Over the generations the original grant shrank as, no doubt, segments went to different members of the family and/or were sold.  The last 160 acres were owned by W.E.M’s younger brother, James D. Maclellan, at the top of Roger’s Hill.  After he died in 1936, his property was sold. 

W.E. Maclellan gained his law degree from Dalhousie College and went to Winnipeg.  There he practiced law for a short time, and also had the title of Commissioner for Nova Scotia to the (old) Northwest Territories, i.e. mainly what is now southern Manitoba and Saskatchewan.  In 1883 he became editor of the Manitoba (now Winnipeg) Free Press; in 1886 – 7 he edited another paper, the Manitoban and then returned to Nova Scotia.  He had been back in 1886 to marry, and decided a year or so later to return for good.

During the 1890s he was inspector of schools for Pictou and Colchester Counties, and lived in the McCulloch House.  In 1900 he moved to Halifax to become editor of the old Morning Chronicle.  In 1905 he was appointed District Postal Superintendent for Nova Scotia and PEI, a job he filled until his death Feb 27, 1929.  However, for many years he continued to contribute editorials to the Chronicle. And, from the inception of the Dalhousie Review in 1922 until his final illness, he wrote its regular department, Topic of the Day, consisting of comments on international and national affairs. 
Dalhousie conferred an LL.D on him (in 1922, I think).  About 1912 he had been chairman of a Royal Commission to inquire into the possibilities of consolidating universities and colleges in the Maritimes (mainly NS).  He also served on various other royal commissions and special committees, including the committee appointed to select the winning entry for the statue of Joseph Howe which stands in the Province House grounds, and the Nova Scotia Library Commission (regulating the Legislative Library in Province House).

His wife, Margaret Jane Maclellan (1854 – 1949), was born a Mackenzie of Lochbroom, Pictou County. She was a great-granddaughter (and so was Annie Mackenzie, the late Mrs. John Carson) of William Mackenzie (1755 – 1844), the 18 year old schoolmaster in the Hector party.  William Mackenzie was a son of Sir William Mackenzie, laird of Balone, parish of Lochbroom, Cromarty.  He kept a diary of the Hector expedition: my grandmother’s family lent this to George Patterson for his use in compiling his history of Pictou County.  When Patterson could not return the diary subsequently, the explanation given was that it had been cut apart for extracts used by the printer in typesetting.  Patterson’s book largely relied upon the diary for the story of the Hector people.

My grandmother was not a great artist, or course, but always enjoyed painting watercolours for friends and relatives. It may be of interest that she was the first woman in Nova Scotia to complete high school (Grade A) and to be qualified as headmistress of a county academy.  I have the original letter to confirm this, signed by the Superintendent of Education.  She was 19 at the time! She taught at Pictou Academy – for how long I don’t know.

On her mother’s side, my grandmother was a great-granddaughter of another interesting Hector personality, Alexander Cameron (1728 – 1831) from Lochiel.  He fought at Culloden as a 17 year old and came to Pictou as a widower with his sons. When he was 101 he was treed by a bear and survived the incident to reach 103.  I used to have a clipping from one of the Pictou papers, c. 1829, about the bear affair, but cannot find it now.

My grandmother’s younger sister, Annabelle, studied painting in Boston and used to work in oils.  She married the late John U. Ross, K.C., who lived a stone’s throw across the Old Road from the Carsons, and who eventually became chairman of the Public Utilities Board of NS.  She died early in married life, in childbirth, I believe.

W.E. Maclellan’s older brother (and there were other brothers and sisters, or course) was Robert Maclellan, LL.D., principal of Pictou Academy 1889 – 1922.  He was born in 1849 and died either in 1922 or 1923.
Pictou Academy was in its heyday earlier in Robert Maclellan’s career, attracting students from great distances, before other, newer and bigger schools began to gain reputations, many of them headed by former Pictou Academy students and teachers.   One of these was Dr. Isaac Gammell, originally from the Stewiacke Valley, who was principal of Montreal High School for many years; he taught at Pictou Academy for some time starting in 1886, and married a first cousin of my grandmother; the lady also happened to be a first cousin of Mrs. John Carson, and a cousin of Robert Maclellan’s wife, Martha Fraser. 

