




Pictou, 13th Apr. 1826
My Dearest Harriet,

Allan is still here, but goes off tomorrow evening.  The vessel sails the following morning which is Sunday the 15th.  May, the all merciful God send him safely to dear Scotia and grant him also a safe return to his anxious friends --- How very much we shall miss him this winter, more particularly poor Mothers, for he is never but helping about some --- or another --- .  I tell you, Harriet, that you are not to believe on half he tells you of me.  He will tell you one thing, that I have an admirer, to whom he give the name --- .  Makes these words out if you can.  He thinks him very like a gentleman of my acquaintance to whom you gave the fine appellation of “Poney” to. 

Now, Harriet, I warn you not to credit one word he tells you of me.  I have given him full power to tell you that secret you are so very anxious about.  Tell Allan to give you the box I sent you by him.  He says he will give you it as from himself, but no, Harriet, let me assure you it goes from me.  Tell my Aunt MacDougall with my kind love that I would have written her; but that Jane has, and she would give all the news.  Kiss my sweet little Eliza for me as often as you please.  I have written Aunt Juliet a few lines and I ---.

Tell your sister Miss Anne with my kind love that I would thank her if she would have the goodness to remember me kindly to the above mentioned persons the first time they meet.  Were Miss Anne and Aunt Juliet agreeing the last ---.  Give my love to your Mothers, to Catherine and you will tell my dear Jane with my love that she is too grand now to become my rival.  Remember me to my dear Uncle, to Mr. Donald, and to my own friend Mr. John.  To them all at ---.





Ever yours







Anne MacKay

P.S.  Julia desires to be remembered to Mr. Donald, and to remember Johnson’s Dictionary. 
