PIOTOU BOYS BACK FROM

£ N OMENLIEND . 3e

Pook Toe Mlker to  Russia—Telt |

4 About Conditlons in Russia Just
Before Revolution.

’

~ |

There arrived in Pictou on Wed-
nesday night the following Pictou boys,
who had just completed a trip around
the world: James MacDonald, Hu-
bert Turner, Toney River; Henry Mac-
Master, John' Murray, William Mac-
Leod, Waterside; Dave Horton, Tren-
tons

crew of the former Canadian ice-
breaker, J. D. Hazen, now thé Russian
jce breaker Mikula  Selianinatoitch.
They left Montreal on Dedember 1 last
in ‘the ice breaker, under command of

at North Sydney set sail for Arch-
angel on the White sea. On January
5 they sighted the southern shores of
Greenland. On January 9 they passed
north of Iceland and on January 16
arrived at Ucanka, a new Russian port
in the north, The war, théy report,
has created many new towns on the
northern shores of Russia, used for
centres for receiving and distributing
munitions of war and for exporting
products raised by the country.

which had been torpedoed and run
ashore. On January 22 they left
there on the journey up the White
gea, breaking ice and towing ships

2

rived at Accomia, practically a,sub-
urb of Archangel, on January 25. They
were to have stayed there for some
time, but there was no room for: the
boat, so inadequate were the trans-
portation facilities, so they moved on
the 26th to Solombo, another small
| place nearer Archangel.

Was Blessing in Disguaise,

l The Pictonians perhaps owe their
| | lives ‘to .the fact that there was no
{ | room for their boat at -Accomia, for
while they were at Solombo news
| came of a terrific explosion at the for-
. | mer place in which 300, had been killed
;‘ and a great deal of property destroyed.
. They did not learn the cause of the
i| explosion. '

i|"" On February 1 the ship was taken
over by the Russian crew and, the
Canucks left for Petrograd, going the
Yi| first elght miles, to Archangel, by
| gtelghs in 24 below zero weather, and
d' from Archangel to the Russian capital
43 by train, which’ was supposed to make
h'i ¢he trip in thirty-six hours, but gen-
d erally takes three days, they state.

The locomotives burn wood.

Many Refugees in Capital. |

i §:. They arrived in Petrograd and spent
.- three weeks in that interesting place.
.. 11t i said that there are nearly as many
n yTefugees in Petrograd today as the

e ‘normal population. It is one of the
"world's largest cities, however, having’

|t |:several million people, and in many

)- ) wayg progressive and modern. It was
" |'here they heard of -and saw certain
|phases of the revolution. They saw

hundreds of people waiting in ling for

' ;bread, not people of the poorest
,’l‘f sclasses, but well-to-do people wearing

~

These men were members of the

Capt. John L. Read, and after coaling |’

At Ucanka the Pictonians saw a boat |

that had been fast in ice. They ar- |
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Grain and Stock Galoré,

. A few days afterwards, on thair
trip across Russia and Siberia to the
Pacific, they saw grain piled up by“the
millions of bushels andslivestock by
the thousand, Owing todnadequate
‘organization, however, people were
starving for bread and meat in the
eitles of Russia at the same time.
‘This apparent paradox, it is said, was
jud mostly to the pro-German influ-
hnece! in Russia, .who were Dbent on
b‘naklng conditions as bad as possible
i(') that Russia might drop out of the
war, :

“ Strikes Led to Revdlntlon.-

* The. revolution, ag far as they could
l%nrn. atarted through workmen of
Petrograd and other cities striking for
more pay, more food and better con-
tions. AIll these were, of course, re-
asad by the fat-headed autocracy,
Wwith the final result that the dissatis-
fiction crystallized into nation-wide
‘sbellion and the czar and his court
ere oyerthrown.
iThe trip from Petrograd to Viadi-
stok was a memorable one and took

taain running between Petrograd and

adivostok, supposed to run daily,
teaverses a distance of over 5000
miles. In addition }o this slow train
there is a “de luse” special which

goes only once a week. At one point.
inthe mountains the passengers could
gap four tracks belgw them, 8O does
mg road wind around the peaks.

 Viadivostok Hive of Imdustry.

Viadivostok is growing like the
towns of western Canada grew a few
years ago, except that it is a port
Theé hotels there were full and there
| wa$ ‘a busy hum everywhere. An ex-
{ plosion and fire occurred the night the
| créw landed. They left there on a

Japanese ship on Mareh 15 for Tsuga,

Japan, thence tﬁmYokohamq. where
‘they caught the Empress of Russia for
‘Vancouver. ope Bl
; ‘ f

The Plctonian ad an experience
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left at Yoko~

14 days. Canadians are wont tb ,
of the long train sehedules, but the’

makes the distance in ten days, but |

‘which comes té6 but, few, to “have |
‘trarellad around: the rid.. The crew |
e lce-breaker consisted of ‘about p

se the g8, of Russia |
e the mmodation to.
them across on this trip. Five or |
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“men live in Montzeal and |
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