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loyalty began to permeate the life of men and 1
women, families and societies, cities and |
governments. Gob’s word was studied and |
loved. The Golden Rule and the Ten Com- ;
mandments, the Psalms and the Sermon on |
the Mount, were being learned. CHRIST was |
making all things new. Ethics and Politics, |
Literature and Worship, the Schools and the
Markets, were improving. The very geo-
graphy of Europe and Asia Minor became
sacred in the ¢ Acts of the Apostles.” All
true Sciences shared in the Restitution; for '
genuine Religion is ever the FAITHFUL |

RIEND (if not also the HUMBLE HANDMAID)
of all true Science and of all good Art).

( Concluded in ouwr next. )

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By Jomx McKaAy, Esq., NEW GrAscow,

v forefathers, on my father’s side,
. were originally (I believe) from
Lord Reay’s country, the most
\ northerly parts of the mainland of
Y Scotland ; and those on the

" mother’s side, from Kintail. My
mother was a MacRae, and traced connection|
through some second or third cousin with Sir |
Roderick Murchison, the eminent Geologist,i
and President of the Royal Society of Great .
Britain. A grand ancestor of that gentleman |
was at one time Episcopal Minister of Kintail,
and my mother was also a descendant, by herl
mother, of the same Episcopal clergyman:—
his name was Murchison. My father, grand- |
father, and great-grandfather, were successive- |
ly Pipers to the Lairds of Gairloch, and as
such held free lands under successive Lairds. |
My great-grandfather was blind, and was |
known far and near under the name of |
¢ Piopare Dall,” that is, the ¢ Blind Piper.”
He wus a Poet as well as a Piper, and some of
his pieces are published in almost all collec-
tions of Gaelic songs,—especially in Mec-
Kenzie’s collection, published in Glasgow in{
1841, in which work there is also a short|
sketch of the ¢ Blind Piper’s” life. The
celebrated Gaelic Poet, * William Ross,” was
this blind man’s grandsen by a daughter; and
thus William Ross and my father were first
cousins. I have mno recollection of seeing
William Ross, for he died quite a young man ;
but I remember seeing his father, John Ross,
often at our own house.

My grandfather, Angus McKay, was, 1 be-

lieve, a good scholar—a rare thing in the

Highlands in those days. ~When a joung
man, he travelled a good deal with the young
Laird, Sir . Alexander McKenzie, and they
were on the closest intimacy during the rest
of their lives. They hoth died comparatively
young; the Laird first; my grandfather at-
tending him cn his death-bed. My grand-
father, Angus McKay, left two children, my
father and a sister. Of ‘my grandmother on
my father’s side [ do not know much ; only
that she was a Fraser, and was aunt to Mec-
Kenzie of Baddachro. Baddachro and my
father were thus first cousins; and the late
Donald and Murdoch Fraser, Robertson Lakes,
were relations of my father by the same side.
Both my father and his sister had some edu-
eation. My father was some time at Tharso,
Caithness Shire, and was also at Inverary,
in Argyle Shire, at school. He must have
understood the English language well; for he
was the best (eatempore) translator of English
into Gaelic that I ever heard attempt it.

My father, besides being the recognized and
paid Piper of the Gairloch family, was also
Game Keeper, and had charge of the woods
and forests on the estate ; and as a matter of
course, this threw him often into the company
of the Laird, and of all strangers that might -
get permission to hunt on the estate ; and this
introduced him te the best company in the
place, strangers or otherwise.

This short sketch of the history of my
forefathers will show, that although not

[ wealthy, they were respectable and held a good

position in the country of their nativity, and
enjoyed advantages not attained by many in
those days in the Highlands of Scotland. And
far better than all this, I have good reason to
believe they were God-fearing people; my
grandfather, Angus McKay, eminently so.
When Sir Alexander McKenzie lay on his
death Dbed, his early friend, Angus McKay, was
scarcely ever from his side, praying with him
and for him, and counselling and instructing
him in the things of the coming world. The
dying man often declared, that he found more
comfort in the prospect of death from the con-
versation and counsel of Angus. McKay than
from any other human source whatever.

With respect to my own father I can testify
that he was verily a painstaking man. There
was a large family—ten girls and two boys—
besides generally a servant man. We were some
ten miles from the nearest church ; very few
could go, and very few did go. I have no recol-
lection of seeing a Minister in our house for the
purpose of catechising. There were about ten
families in the village, and my father kept
worship and reading every Sabbath day for all
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the villagers. None understood English but
himself; and there were no Gaelic books in
those days. Eventhe Bible could not be got
in Gaelic. My father translated from the
Bible ; and from Boston, Baxter, and Dyer ;
and then after the reading was over and the
villagers dismissed, the family exercise would
commence. He was very exacting upon his
children in these exercises, and insisted on the
strictest compliance with all his requirements
in the matter of our tasks and lessons. My
father had one way of dealing with his chil-
dren, that I never saw practiced in any other
family. When a daughter or a son arrived at
the age of fifteen, he would on a Sabbath
evening call that one up in presence of the
rest, and then explain to him or her the im-
port of the Baptismal vows, and how he (the
father) had become bound, on behalf of the
child, for its godly uprearing, until it (the
child) came to years of discretion. And now
that it was of such an age, he placed the vows
on its own head. Young though I was, I can
never forget the solemnity of those scenes.

I was born at the south side of one of the
largest and most picturesque fresh water Lakes
in Scotland. Itis in length something over
twenty miles, and its breadth is from two to
four or five miles. I do not know its depth,
but believe it to be very deep, from the fact
that no part of it ever freezes. It abounds’in
trout and salmon. The River Ewe, by
which it discharges its surplus water, after a
1un of something less than two miles, is cele-
brated for the excellency of its salmon fishing.
There is a range of high mountains along the
north side of the Lake running nearly its
whole length, rising sheer out of the Lake to
the height of from three to four thousand
feet. The bases of these mountains are
covered with Scotch fir, and eoppis wood of
birch, ash, and hazel ; while® their bare and
sterile backs are raised high in their savage
grandeur of eraggy rocks and preecipices,
covered for ten months in the year with snow.
Along the north side of the Lake, in its
whole length, there were only two places
giving room for cultivation hetween the moun-
tains and the Lake ; and pretty places they
are :—¢ Lotter Ewe,” and ¢ Ard Lair,” two
seats of the McKenzies of ¢ Lotter Ewe,”’
—a branch, I believe, of the Gairloch family.

The formation of the landson the south side
of the Lake differs greatly from that on the
north. Here the mountains are thrown back,
leaving a broad margin of comparatively low
grounds between them and the Lake, with a
good j deal of arable and cultivated land.
Three small rivers fall into the Lake from

this side, each forming a considerable Strath
or Dal, (Dale) ; and at the time of which I
speak, there might be ten families residing
on each of them. My father farmed one of
these straths for many years; and there
I was born in 1794, and there I passed
my childhood and boyhood until I
was eleven years of age. O! how well
I do remember, even at this distant period,
those haunts of my childhood where I roamed
at large without care or thought, enjoying the
wild luxuriance of the scenes around me !
The green grassy glades—the giant oak trees—
the rivers, and brooks, and water falls—the
rent and rifted rocks,—and especially the
smooth and glassy surface of the Lake, with
its yellow border of golden sand, and its trout
and wild geese and swans and ducks ! About
the middle of the Lake, and, as far as I can
guess, three miles from my father's place, was
an island ; it would be a mile and a half or
so in circumference. It was covered with
heath, and here and there large boulders
of white stone lying seattered on the surface,
as if sown broadcast in primeval time. On
this island thousands of herring gulls hatched
every year. Three boys of the place, not older
than myself, used to go with me in the dead of
night, take my father’s boat, row to the island,
moor our boat on the sand beach, sleep until
daylight, and gather eggs until our haskets
were filled.  This was surely delightful work
for boys. We sometimes came across a gray
goose’s mest with its five eggs, sometimes a
duck’s nest with nine eggs, and sometimes a
moor fowl’s nest (red grouse) with twelve eggs :
this, howewver, being a Game Bird, we dare not
take the eggs. If we did, we were sure of a
thrashing. In this way we went to the Island
at least once a week during the month of May ;
after which time the birds were allowed to hatel
their young undisturbed ; and in this way I

.passed my early boyhood. Can it be wondered

at, that these scenes were the subjects of many
of my after night and day dreams ? We left the
Lake and came to Pictou in the summer of 1805.

(To be continued.)

TeE friends of Disestablishment are sore
over the defeat of the resolution in Parliament
to take up the question of D:sestablishment of
the Church in Wales. The vote on the resolu-
tion was 158 to 261. In the negative list
appears the name of John Bright. Mr. Cham-
berlain has written a letter on the subject, in
which he intimates that the cause of the fail-
ure of the resolution of Mr. Richards was due

" to the Welsh confidence in Mr. Gladstone.
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3rd, In Bible Inteipretation and Antiqui-
ties ; as in such works as “The Lend and the
Book, ” and in the discovery and interpretation
of Egyptian Hieroglyphics, Moabite and Hit-
tite inscriptions, and Assyrian Cuneiforms.

4th, In Religious Science. We have already
seen, from the Missions recorded in the Old
Testament and the New, how vastly they en-
larged the popular ideas of Gopn’s Fatherhood
and Man’s brotherhood, and cleared away the
Ritualistic and fanatical swaddling-bands of
Israel. So it was in the early Missions of the
0Old Country and our own ! Even now Joseph
Cook’s enlarged theory of ¢ the ESSENTIAL
CeRr1sT,” is supported largely by his observa-
tions in Foreign Wields. :

5th, In Natural Sciences and Arts ; such as
Botany and Zoology, Ethnology and Philology,
Physiology and Medicine. Each of these would
require a volume if I gave even a catalogue
of details, such as the discovery of ¢ Friar's
Baleam,” ¢Jesuits’ Bark,”” etc., etc. I shall
therefore close with a brief glimpse at one
branch, viz., PHILOLOGY, from a recent article
in “Sc1ENcE.”” It is the authoritative state-
ment of a trusty Scientific Specialist :—

“The debt which the seciences of Ethnology
and Linguistics owe to missionary labors has
never been adequately acknowledged. The
latest recognition of its value, though instruct-
ive, is still imperfect. Dr. R. N. ‘ust, in his
monogram, * Language as illustrated by Bible
Translations,” (1886), gives a classified list of ver-
sions, arranged according to the various fami-
lies of languages: from which it appears that,
since the establishment of the British and For
eign Bible Society, in 1804, the missionaries of
that Society and of similar associations in Great
Britain, the United States, and other Protestant
countries, have translated the Bible or portions
of it into no less than 290 languages and dialects.
Of these, 49 belong to Europe, 101 to Asia, 60 to
Africa, 38 to America, and 41 to Oceanica. Add-
ing the older versions (some of whieh have been
republished under missionary supervision), we
have a total of 324 translations in the eatalogue
of Dr. Cust. This, however, by no means ex-
hausts the list. His plan excludes reference to
the Roman Catholic versions, which are numer-
ous—if not of the whole Bible, at least of por-
tions of it. Eliot’s Indian Bible, though men-
tioned (not quite accurately)in the text of the
monogram, does not appear in the list. Nor is
anything said of the vast number of Grammars,
Dictionaries, and Vocabularies, or the versions
of Catechisms and similar works—in many more
languages than are included in his list—which
we owe to those zealous laborers, of almost ev-
ery Christian denomination. Dr. Cust’s memoir
will, however, be a most useful manual of refer-
ence for philologists. It is to be hoped that he
will supplement it by an additional list, com-
prising those other missionary publications,
which will be helpful to students. Prof, Max

uller has shown that the foundation of the
science of Comparative Philology was laid in
the great work of the Jesuit missionary Hervas,
in his Catalogue of Languayes, in six volumes,
published in Spanish in 1800, and derived mainly

' from the results of missionary researches The
distinguished professor himself, and the other
eminent philologists of our day- (a list which
includes such names as F. Muller, Gerland, l.a-
tham, Farrar, Sayee, Hovelacque, Charencey,

| Whitney, Brinton, Trumbull, and others hardly

|1(:ss noted)—~who have reared upon this basis

i such a noble superstructure, will be the first to

!'admit that their work owes its extent, and value

| chiefly to the materials supplied by the later
efforts of those enlightened and indefatigable

toilers, the Foreign Missionaries.”

THE MACEDONIAN CRY.

&
8]

('SN*\?/“;ROM Greenla.nd‘s icy mountains,
i 5 From India’s coral strand,

R\ N Where Afric’s sunny fountains
& N{ Roll down their golden sand H
( S}, From many an ancient river,
Al f From many a palmy plain,

2
&

¥ They call us to deliver
Their land from error’s chain.

‘What though the spicy breezes
low soft o'er Ceylon’s isle,

Though every prospect pleases,
And only man is vile !

In vain with lavish kindness
The gifts of God are strewn ;

The heathen, in his blindness,
Bows down to wood and stone.

Shall we whose souls are lightea@
With wisdom from on high—
Shall we, to men benighted,
The lamp of life devy?
Salvation ! O salvation !
The joyful sound proclaim,
Till earth’s remotest nation
Has learned Messiah’s name.

Waft, waft, ye winds, His story,
And you, ye waters, roll,
Till, like a sea of glory,
It spreads from pole to pole ;
Till, o’cr our ransomed nature,
The Lamb for sinners slain,
Redeemer, King, Creator,
In bliss returns to reign.

REGINALD HEBER, 1810

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By JomN McKay, Esq., NEw Grascow.

( Continued. )

7 EE state of Europe was peculiar ims
§ 1805~6. The first Bonaparte, by a
series of the most bloody engagements,

had beaten the Continental Nations
RS in detail, and stood a recognized arbi-
@ trator of their destinies. Previous to’
this time, Great Britain had sometimes Russia,
sometimes Prussia, and sometimes Austria, for
her ally’; but the great battles of Marengo,
Hohenlinden, Austerlitz and Jena, prostrated
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those powers, and they were compelled to accept
of peace upon the terms of declaring war
against Eugland ;—and thus in 1806 all Eu-
rope was, by the famous ¢ Berlin Decrees” of
Napoleon, banded in dJeadly strife agaiust
England single-handed. The general impres-
sion at that time in England and elsewhere
was, that the French army was invincible, and
that the attempt to stay their Emperor from
attaining to universal dominion was utterly
hopeless. No doubt this was the opinion of
Bonaparte himself, and his army, at the time.
I well remember the intense excitement which
was then almost universal, even in the remote
Highlands of Scotland, against Bonaparte.

Preparations for an Invasion of England was
then going forward on a large scale in France.
Bonaparte collected an army of some 300,000
on the nearest points to England, while all the
French harbors nearest the KEnglish Coast
were filled with laige boats, lighters and other
crafts, intended to carry this army across the
channel. The troops in the mean time were
for two or three months daily exercised in
embarking and disembarking into and out of
those crafts, soas to learn to take the least
possible time in landing on the opposite shore
whenever the hour would come. While these
preparations were being carried on in France,
the people were not idle on the English side.
The isle of Great Britain, from ¢ Land’s End ”
in the South to “John o’ Groat’s” in the
North, was turned into a vast military camp.
Every person capable of bearing arms was
armed, clothed and drilled. Every man was
provided with three days’ provision and sixty
rounds of ¢ hall cartridge,” and was ready to
start at an how’s warning—day or night.
‘Who can ever forget the grim enthusiasm that
smouldered awmongst us in those days; ever
ready to burst into a fiery flame of patriotism ;
with its stern songs : —

“Ho! Bonaparte comes o’er the sea,
Threatens you and threatens me ;
He'll only lose his breath!

For let him come or let him send,

Our Island is his journey’s end :

He never back again shall bend,
But quickly find his death !”

There were no telegraph lines in those days,
but there were lines of signals on the highest
mountains throughout the whole land. These
signals could be seen from one another in the
daytime. But these signal places were also
provided with large quantities of eombustible
matter which was to be set on fire should the
Invasion be effected in the night time. There
were, however, two preliminaries which Bona-
parte required to secure before Lie attempted a
landing on English ground with any prospect

‘their Land Batteries.

of success : the first was, two or three days of
fine weather and fair wind; the second, a
complete command of the channel for three or
four days. The fair weather might be looked
for in a reasonably short time, but the com-
mand of the channel was a very differen

matter. bl o

Since the ““battle of the Nile,” which was
fought a short time before this, no' ship of
France dared venture out from the protection
of their fortifications ; and indeed they were
not at all times safe even under the shadow of
There was, however,
a large number of French ships-of-war lying
in different ports, which, if got together, would
muster a squadron superior to anything the
British could in a short time get together to
oppose them ; the British fleet being scattered
in all parts. Bonaparte set himself about
getting his ships together.

The ships in the Mediterranean ports were
ordered to steal out and sail to the West India
Islandspand (knowing that the British Squad-
ron would follow them) the Fremch were di-
rected to return to Burope, join the French
and Spanish fleets which were lying in Brest
and Cadiz harbors; and the combination thus
jeined, amounting to upwards of forty ships of
the line, was to sail immediately for the Chan-
nel and cover the embarkation and landing of
the French troops on the shores of Kent.

The French fleet effected their escape out of
the Mediterranean ports, sailed to the West
Indies, with Nelson in ehase. When he ar-
rived at the West Indies the French had de-
parted on the?:ﬁ)igk. Then, and not till
then, did Nelson discover the ruse, and pene-
trate into the design of the enemy. ¥rom the
West Indies he despatched fast sailing crafts
with intelligence of these things to the Rritish
Government. One of these crafts outsailed the
enemy, and the Government sent a fleet of
fifteen line-of-battle ships under command of
Sir Robert Calder to intercept them. Calder
brought the French to action. The French
had twenty-one ships-of-the-line, the English
fifteen. Darkness put an end to the battle.
Three of the French ships were taken and many
disabled. They got into the French harbor,
and joined a French fleet that was lying there,
but did not come out during the battle, (al-
thougn the disparity of the two squadrons was
so great, and another French fleet was lying
within hearing of the roar of cannon!) The
English people were far from satisfied at the
issue of the contest. Calder had to appear
before a court-martial. Nevertheless the dam-
age inflicted on the enemy’s fleet was the
means of frustrating the design of an Invasion.
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Before they were fit again for sea, Nelson was
back. Bonaparte was enraged. His plans of
Invasion were frustrated. The next time the
French and Spanish fleets set out, (thirty-three
ships-of-the-line,—a number of them ¢ three-
deckers,”” one carrying 144 guns,) Nelson met
them with twenty-seven line-of-battle ships,
and brought them to action off Cape Trafal-
gar, and lost his own life, but destroyed all
the enemy’s fleet : since which time (1805)
there has been no battle fought at sea between
the English and French. After this date
England was the - recognized Mistress of the
Ocean, all the world over. In those years the
British Sailor was everything, both at home
and abroad. He was justly the pride of his
own country, and the terror of its enemies.
The British Soldier was at that time held in
low estimation, at home and in other countries.
The French affected to despise him ; in fact,
neither his own nor other countries knew what
he could do. But after the battle of Trafalgar
had swept all enemies from off the seas, the
English Sailor had nothing to contend with or
to show his prowess upon. The battle-field
was changed, and the Red Coat was called into

_requisition instead of the Blue Jucket ; and

well has he sustained his ancient renown on
many a bloody field. The Freneh soldier had
hitherto carried everything before him. He
fought by turns the Russian, Prussian, Aus-
trian, Swede, Dane and Spaniard, and he was
more than victorious over them all. With
the English he had no encounter on land for
a long time previous, but no doubt he believed
himself invincible ; and so in a great measure
did the English people in general. The first
encounter; between the soldiers of the two
nations, with any degree of equality, was in
Egypt, four years before the time I am writing
about. Bonaparte, after beating the Austrians
and conquering Italy for France, carried his
victorious legions to Egypt, with the view of
founding an Eastern Empire.

After beating the Mamelukes and Turks in
a number of battles, Bonaparte returned to
France and left the army under the command
of Kleber. The English, (then allied to the
Turks), sent an expedition to Egypt under
command of Abercrombie. The two armies
were about equal in numbers, 11,000 each.
The battle of ‘Alexandria” was fought ; the
French were beaten at every point, and the
French army had shortly after to surrender.
This victory raised the spirits of the British
people, and confirmed the confidence of the
goldier in himself. Some of the soldiers.who
fought in the battle of Alexandria were from

our own neighborhood. I vemember well of |

one of them :—he came home wounded. How
T used to listen to the tales of the battle, told
to my father with all the minuteness of an
eye-witness!| How they were galled by the
French until they got orders to charge bay-
onets; how the French then ran; and how
Abercrombie was mertally wounded, and fell
from his horse !—how a French trooper at-
tempted to take Abercrombie prisoner, after
the latter was wounded ;—how a Highlander
shot the said trooper with a ramrod,—he havy-
ing spent all his balls previously ;—and how
the field looked after the battie was over | —
the dead, the wounded, and the dying !
(T'o be continued.y

SAVING THE COLORS AT ISANDULA.

BY J. J. MACDONALD.

HE battle wild and flercely raged ;

Unequal war the English waged
Against the murderous Zulu,

Still they resolved they ne'er would

yield,
But die upon the bloody field
Of fatul lsandula.

Around them swarmed their savage foes,
And loud their yells of triumph rose,
The distant echoes waking,
For well they knew from that vast throng
0Of wild barbarians—thousands strong-—
That there was no escaping.

No fear was in their faces seen,
As with a bold, determined mien,
They shoulder stood to shoulder ;
And each resolved he ne’er would fly ;
But on the field of battle die
A true-born British soldier.

Ere long they saw that hope was gone;
From every hill and tree and stone
The bullets they were showering,.
And with the deadly assigai
The Zulus fell on their array
In numhers overpowering.

The Colonel called two young men brave =
“This field will be our soldiers’ grave,”
He said with yvoice unshaken ;
“T have a duty I must do;
Qur colors I entrust to you,
For they must not be taken.

“They are too sacred in our eyes—
A great and ever-glorious prize,
That is well worth the saving;
I would not rest in yonder mould
If I believed its silver fold i
: Were oer barbarians waving.

““ Above our Twenty-fourth they waved

When wild and fierce the battle raged ;

: And 'mid the foemen swarming,

‘When whistling bullets showering fell,

"Mid deadly grape and bursting shell,
The breastworks they were storming
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SCRIPTURE REFERENCES :
(FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.)

Y, a trade textile, Solomon from Egypt pur-
chased then ;

Z was a town where David dwelt with his six
hundred men ;

A kept the Ark in his own house for twenty
lonely years ;

B was adored at Gideon’s death by graceless
Israel’s fears ;

C, a good man, with Joshua went to spy the
promised land ;

D was a son of Rachel’s maid, in Jacob’s

stately band. C.

BETTER AND BETTER ; GO ON TO VICTORY.

ANswERs FOR APRIL —M, Mordecai; N,
Naboth ; O, Othniel ; P, Pharaoh ; Q, Quails ;
R, Rebecca.

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LiFE.

By Jory McoKAy, Esq., NEW GLAsGow.

( Continued. )

ica in the month of June, 1805,
on hoard of a stout brig called the
i@ “Sir Sydney Smith,” after the
@@;‘% N Admiral of that name, who made
" himself famous by his attacks on
the French at various places, and especially by
his successful defence of Acre, in Palestine,
when that fortress was assaulted by Bonaparte
and his army. She was a new vessel of about
three hundred tons, owned by the McIvers of
Stornoway ; John McKenzie, of Bal-Loan,
master.

After taking in passengers at Gairloch, she
lay about ten days at Stornoway, waiting for
a Greenock vessel which was to take some of
the passengers out. Stornoway was then,
what I believe it still to be, a pretty, tidy,
fashionable little town. In these respects the
town contrasted wonderfully with the rest of
Lewis Island. The seat of the McKenzies of
¢“Seaforth,’’ who then owned Lewis, is opposite
the town, on the south side of a little bay.
The Island of Lewis was afterwards purchased
by Sir James Matheson, who, I am told, has
erected one of the most gorgeous mansions of
Scotland, on the grounds of the old ¢ Seaforth
Castle. The McKenzie family, ¢ Lords of
Kintail and Seaforth,’’ is now extinct ; direet
heirs having failed in the male line.

After the Greenock brig had arrived, the

passengers being divided between the two
vessels, we set sail,—our consort brig early in
the morning, our own brig early in the night.

For fear of meeting with the French fleet,
(which had escaped to the West Indies, as I
said before, with Nelson in pursuit), the
masters of the two vessels agreed to make the
passage across the Atlantic on a more northern
parallel of latitude. 1Hence, in place of
making to the south of ¢Long Island” (as
Lewis and its dependencies are called), the
vessels sailed to the north, round the ¢ Butt of
Lewis.”” It blew hard during ali that night,
and for ten days after. I was a little sea-sick
the first night—the only touch of sea-sickness
I ever felt. All the women and children
were sick ; the grown-up men were not. In
fact the men were all of them accustomed to
the sea. Some of them were as good sailors as
any on board the brig. We sighted our con-
sort the morning after leaving the harbour of
Stornoway. She wasoff the “Flannel Islands;”
but we soon lost sight of her, the weather
being thick and heavy. For a long, tedious,
and dreary four weeks after this, meeting with
nothing, nor seeing anything, save lots of
““ Mother Carey’s chickens,” and plenty of
sea and sky, I believe many of the passengers
took it into their noddles that the master

'knew not what he was about, and possibly

that land could never be reached. I believe
I heard some whisperings like this. My father,
however, was of a different opinion. He
understood the maps, and the captain would
now and then shew him the track of the vessel
pricked on the chart. I'our wecks at sea, pre-
cisely, when we made up with our companion
brig, and there was rejoicing on both sides.
The two vessels sailed for two days side by
side, and then came a storm, and the vessels
separated. Six wecks out, and we got sound-
ings on the banks of Newfoundland—plenty
of codfish, more than enough of fog, and some
cocktailed shallops quietly at anchor catching
fish. In a day or two land was seen, to the
no small delight of passengers and crew. The
captain told them in the morning that if the
breeze would continue, land would be seen
before night. About one o’clock, p. m., he
went up the rigging and instantly hailed the
land. Many of the passengers could scarcely
believe that the thing in sight was land,—it
looked so much like a dark low bank of fog.
The wind being that day pretty fair, the
question of land was soon put beyond doubt.
‘We could see the harbour of St. John’s, New-
foundland, and a pilot boat coming out to
meet us. These of us who formerly had so
little confidence in the captain’s skill, became
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now electrified with excitement. In their |all the passengers in the two vessels were from
estimation, he was the greatest of all sea |the Parish of Gairloch, Ross-shire ; and they

captains.

The brig put about before the pilot came
near us, and lay southerly to clear Cape Race.
We doubled the Cape before daylight mext
morning, and entered the Gulf of Lawrence.
Here we were for some days beating against
bafiling winds, and we sighted Cape Breton.
Here we got the best sailing wind since we
left Lewis. The wind was fair, every stitch

she had was set to the black brig, and they |

i were all acquainted with each other before

coming on board, and of course were deeply
interested in each other’s welfare.

We soon separated, however, some went up
the West River, and settled on a tract of land,
and named it ¢ Gairloch,” after their native
parish. Those old settlers died long ago, but
their descendants, McKenzies, MecDonalds,
McPhersons, etc., are numerous.

Some settled at Carriboo,—the McKenzies

made nine knots an hour, (the best during|and the Urquharts. My father’s family and

the whole voyage). In the evening, right
under the highlands of Cape North, we came
up with our consort brig. She was lying there
becalmed the whole day, having had not a
breath of the breeze that brought us up. The
two ships kept together after this until they
dropped anchor within ten minutes of each
other in the harbour of Pictou ; nine weeks
from the day we left Stornoway.

Nine weeks was a long voyage for a vessel
in baliast. Ninc knots was the most that
vessel could make. She was a slow sailer
compared with the ¢ clipper ships” of later
days. But I think there was something else
besides being a slow sailer. It is clear, the
two brigs were much the same in their sailing
capacities. 1 remember it was the practice,
I believe such practice was in those days the
rule, (with the mercantile service of Great
Britain, at all events), that at sunset, whether
the weather was fine or foul—whether the
wind was fair or otherwise—all studding
sails, every stitch of canvass above the top-
sails, would be taken ¢z, and would remain
fmrled until sumrise next morning: thus a
great deal of headway was lost.

Considering the imperfection of nautical
instruments in those days, it is remarkable
with what exactness the calculations of this
long voyage were kept. Chronometers were
not .then in use—and as far as my memory
serves me, there was not one “Jupar observa-
tion’’ taken during the whole voyage. The

captain must Lave depended wholly on his |2

¢ dead reckoning ” for the longitude; and yet
he found soundings at the first trial ‘on the
banks of Newfoundland ; and he foretold the
sighting of the land some six or seven hours
before he or anyone else could see it. I do
not know what the practice is now, but at
that time the ¢“log line’ was cast, once in
every two hours.

We landed at Pictou, and encamped under
canvass on a field (a little westward of the
present town) belonging to Squire Patterson.
With the exception of one family from Lewis,

my three sisters, married 1espectively to Donald
Fraser, Murdock Fraser, (both of Robertson’s
Lake), and Colin Fraser of Basin, came up
the Kast River.

In 1805 there was nothing at Pictou that
could with any propriety be called a town.
There was one blacksmith shop, one tavern,
and two or three small grocery shops. There
was no church, no court house, no jail, but a
small dingy old log house, which was known
by the designation of ¢the Prison.”” Edward
Mortimer had his establishment at what was
then known as ¢Mortimer’s Point,” now
““Norway House.”

The men of note were Edward Mortimer,
George Smith, Squire Patterson, Deacon Pat-
terson, Pagan, Denoon, John Fraser (Collector),
McGregor, Dawson (noi the brothers James
and Robert), Louden, John McKay, (B. Smith),
Hector McLean, David and James Patterson.
These have passed away, and, with the excep-
tion of the Pattersons, I do not know that
there is one now remaining to represent their
namesorinherit their fortunes in this vicinity.

(7o be continued.)

POETIC GEMS FOR YOUNG AND OLD.

é ow firm a foundation, ye saints of the

X ord,
\ § Is ln{d up'for faith in His excellent
ord !
4,% What more can He say than to you

3 He has said? 3
jﬁ@' M9> You, who to the Saviour for refuge
have fled. ;

In every condition, in sickness, in health,

In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth,

At home, or abroad, on the land, on the sea,

As thy daby may demand, shall thy strength
ever be.

If through the deep waters He cause thee to go,
The river of grief shall not thee overflow ;
Ior He shall be with thee thy troubles to bless,.
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

If through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
His grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply ;,
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" band, came in, and, in answer to Peter’s ques-
tion, confirmed the lie they had agreed to tell ;
-and on hearing of her husband’s death and
burial, she fell down straightway, yielding up
her spirit, and was buried by hLer husband.
. The punishment was speedy and terrible,
filling all the members of the Infant Church
" that heard these things with great fear and
solemn awe.
This judgment th:refore answered the end
for which it was inflicted.
As the word ¢ Church ”* is used in the 11th
_ verse, we have here inaugurated a specimen of
the New Testament Church, in the following
particulars :—
1. Called by the Gospel of Jesus ;
2. Grafted into Christ by baptism ;
3. Animated by faith, love and new obe-
. dience ; and
4. Disciplined by the exemplary punish-
* ment of hypoerites.
* No doubt Peter was thankful that he himself
had time to repent of his denial of Christ, and
to experience his restoration to God’s favor.
Let all liars in the Church and in the world
beware ! C. Y.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES :
(FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.)

Heman’s son, on instruments did pro-
phecy and sing ;

Hoped tor bribes, but trembled at the law
of heaven’s King.

was a border country wide, where Christ
did often dwell ;

was an Agagite whose fate was dire, but
earned well,

was & glorious name foretold, prophetic of
our Lord ;

J  was the City of the King, from whence

went forth the Word. 2

.Go ON, DO YOUR BEST, AND YOU WILL WIN.

- >

ANswERS FOR MAY.— 8, Sapphira; T,
Thomas ; U, Uzzah ; V, Vashti; W, Water ;
X, ’Xactly so. ;

" HoxesTY.—The man who is only honest
when honesty is the best policy, is not in
reality an honest man. Honesty is not swerv-
. ing policy but stable principle. Aa honest
.man is honest from his inmost soul, nor de-
*'signs to stoop to aught that is mean, though
‘great results hang on the petty fraud.

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG L:FE.

By Jorx McKay, Esq., NEw GLASGOW.

( Continued. )

P2 DWARD MORTIMER was unquestionably
V

p» a man of talent and energy. His in-

£f“‘§ fluence at home and abroad was such

%\W < that during his life he wielded the
rcs destinies of the County of Pictou at

‘e’ his will. If T remember right, Mr.
Mortimer was elected in 1806 to represent the
County of Halifax in Parliament ; (there was
no County of Pictou then). If was the first:
contested election I ever saw. The hustings
were erected on ¢“Squire McKay’s Intervale.””
In the House he always opposed ¢“the Halifax
Party,”” and had a good deal of influence. Mr,
Mortimer was, I think, a native of Bamff,
Scotland. He was a proud man, but I believe
a good and honest man. He left no child,
and died insolvent.

The East River at this .ime was certainly
wild enough. The site of New Glasgow, with
exception of a small log shantie at the bank of
the river, was then a perfect wilderness, inhab-
ited by bears, foxes and rabbits, There were
no highways, no bridges, no communication
between place and place, except by paths
through the woods, marked by blazes on the
trees. The intercotrse between the people was
principally by canoes and boats in summer,
and by the ice in winter. There were but few
horses, no wheeled carriage of any sort, and
only one saddle in the whole settlement. The
late Donald McLennan was its happy owner ;
and he could scarcely call it his own, for at
every marriage Donald McLennan’s saddle was
sure to be in requisition. All works generally
done by horses and carts were then performed
by oxen and sleds. People were undoubtedly
more sociable sixty years ago than now. Dur-
ing the long winter nights the young people
would often meet in some neighbor’s house for
some hours,—perhaps till nine o’clock,—sing-
ing songs, telling stories, dancing, or playing
some harmless game. Next night they would
meet in some other neighbor’s house, and thus
a spirit of kindness and good-will was cherished.
A good deal of farmers’ work was carried on
by what was termed ¢ Frolicks;” that is, a
number of neighbors turned out to do a day’s
work for another neighbor. This was not a
bad way, for the work then to be performed by
the farmer was much heavier than his work
now, and could not be done by weak hands;
such as rolling, burning, and clearing the lands.
The greatest evil connected with Frolicks was-

<
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the large quantity of intoxicating liquors drank
at them ; as also at weddings : some five, six,
seven or eight gallons at each wedding ! Never-
theless there were mot (in proportion to the
population) nearly as many drunken persons
then as now. Then, every person took his
glass, from the minister downwards ; yet I am
sure I was twenty years of age before I saw
any man really drunk. It was fashionable to
have liquor in every house, and to drink it at
all times; but it was not fashionable to be
drunk. That was deemed disgraceful. There
were more Clannishness and Rivalries among
the people then than now. The men of the
East River felt themselves bound to maintain
the glory of the East River against all the
neighbors and the rest of the world. - So did
the people of Merigomish, Little Harbor, Fish-
er’s Grant, Pictou, West and Middle Rivers,
feel bound to uphold the honor of their re-
spective countrics against all gainsayers. This
sort of clammishness and separatism was the
fruitful source of much fighting and bullying.
Each Clan or Section had its Bullies and its
Courts and Militia Musters. These would have
their fights. These sectional distinctions were
maintained to a ridiculous and mischievous
extent, but they have all died out long ago.

The last sixty years have realized a great
change in the weather. Formerly we would
have great falls of snow, and steady frost during
the winter months. The snow commonly be-
gan in November, and there would be snow-
falls every now and then during winter. In the
Spring the snow would be from three to four
feet deep. Thaws were rare. The snow lay
on the ground till some time in May ; but the
heat of the sun was so great, and so little frost
in the ground, that vegetation was astonish-
ingly rapid. The Spring heat would often be
such that no work could be done in the middle
of the day with oxen. Thunder-clouds with
rain were more frequent in summer then than
now: The weather in summer and winter was
less changeable. There was no weevil destroy-
ing the wheat in those days ; but mildew and
smut were common Wheat and potatoes were
the principal crops. Wheat produced great
returns, and potatoes would grow and prosper
wherever there was sufficient soil to cover the
seeds. From 800 to 1000 bushels was a com-
mon crop of potatoes, but very little oats or
barley was cultivated.

The mode of living was then very different
from what it is now. Potatoes were then the
¢¢staff of life,”” and they were used at meals
three times a day. ¢ Potatoes and pork’’ were
the principal food. Fish were also.plentiful
and cheap, and were much used. A barre] of

the largest and fattest mackerel could be had
for twenty shillings. Tea was very little used ;
its price then was about twelve shillings by the
pound It came down to seven shillings and
sixpence, at which price it remained until the
monopoly of the tea trade was taken from the
¢¢ Fast India Company.” © The late James Car-
michael, Esquire, was the first merchant settled
at New Glasgow, and the only one that sold
groceries on the south and east side of Pictou
harbor ; yet he was doing business for years at
New Glasgow before he could retail one chest
of tea in twelve months. Living was compa-
ratively cheap, both as regards food and cloth-
ing ; the latter consisting chiefly of homespuns
for men’s and women’s dresses. .

The leading men on the East River were
Rev. James McGregor (Minister) ; Thos. Fraser
(Elder), grandfather to the present Frasers on
the west of the river, opposite New Glasgow :
Squire McKay, Donald McKay (Elder), Colin
McKay ; Donald Fraser (Elder), Fish Pools;
John Fraser, Esq., McLennan’s Brook ; Donald
Fraser, miller; Alex. Grant, Grant’s Lake,
East Branch, and some others of less note ; all
good and pious men, I believe. There were
then only three clergymen in the County of.
Pictou : Rev. Mr. McGregor, Rev. Mr. Ross, -
and Rev. Mr. McCulloch—hard working, ear-
nest and steady men  The County of Pirtou, ;

1 as well as Nova Scotia at large, owes much to
' the unremitting labors of these three clergy-

men. I was intimate with the late Rev. Dr. -

I McGregor, and a man of kindlier feeling, and

more desirous to do good, was rare to meet with
anywhere. I owe him much for good counsel
and kindness.

All the Churches then in the County of Pic-
tou were: one log building on the west side
East River, on the ground called ¢“The Meet-,
ing-house Lot,” where the Old Burying Ground
now is ; a similar log house near Grant’s Mills,
East Branch ; a house of the same description
at Middle River ; one at West River ; none at
Pictou, for Mr McCulloch was preaching in a -
barn.

Sixty years ago there was no Bible Society,
no Missionary Society, no Tract Society, no
Temperance Seciety, no Sabbath Schools, no
religious society of any kind. Nevertheless T
believe there was a great deal of personal piety.
There was certainly a great deal of Aead-
Enowledge, and too much of polemics. - To
maintain extreme views on certain Theological
points was held to be essential to salvation ;
and hence a great deal of uncharitableness ob-
tained towards all who differed. Sectarianism
ran high and bitter in those days.

Rev. Messrs. McGregor, Ross and MecCulloch :
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I
were of the ¢ Anti-Burghers’; Rev. Messrs.

Waddell, Graham, and Crow of Colchester,
were of the ‘Burgher” Association. There
was hot war between these until a Union was
effected some years later. After they were
united they formed themselves into a Synod.
The first Synod met at Pictou. The name and
novelty of the thing brought mauy from all
quarters to attend it. I was there among the
rest, and, although a thoughtless boy, I was
greatly struck with all I saw,

My ddeal of a Minister of the Gospel at that
time was, that he must be truly a man of Gop,
having all the bad passions of our nature com.
pletely subdued and wholly under control.
With this ideal in'my head, you may judge of
my astonishment at seeing the ebullition of
passion indulged in by some members of Synod,
especially by Clericals. There was the late
Rev. Mr. Waddell of Truro—a corpulent,
pompous, and extremely important gentleman ;
and there was the Rev. Mr. Crow of London-
derry—a thin, lean, sharp-nosed person, and
as snappish as a mink., These two had a
regular field-day of it. During one of their
. encounters, Mr. Crow took up a pocket Bible

‘that lay on the table and threw it with might
and will in Mr. Waddell’s face. The quarrel
was about some Presbyterial Appeal which was
brought up to the Synod by either of the com-
batants. The Rev. Mr. MecGregor and Mr.
Ross were usually the peacemakers. Mr. Me-
Culloch was cold, stiff, and sarcastic, and
seemed to enjoy the scene. There was a great
deal of bad blood shown on all sides ; and at
this distant period, having since been present
at, and taken part in, meetings of various de-
seriptions, Civil, Political, and Ecclesiastical,
I am free to say—and I say it without the least
prejudice—that that Synod of which I speak
was the most unruly and undignified meeting
that T ever saw.

' (7' be continued.)

UNSELFISH LOVE, THE CHARM
OF LIFE.

g®2 00KING down from a window of the
Ng ‘“‘Pension Mayer,” I realize that the
. Tain can fall in Venice and the clonds

© hang as heavy over marble palaces as
Voigh they hang too often around our High-

»~" land hills. My husband is walking
impatiently about the room. He is an artist,
and has come to Venice to work, which seems
a hopeless prospect at present. We are roused
by the dinner-bell, and on going down we find
most of the company already in their places,

the buxom landlady, who at first sight has at-
tracted us, seated at the head of one of the
three long tables, an anxious look on her face.
To keep a good table and comfortable rooms
for travellers at eight francs a day is no very
easy task, but Fraulein Mayer would almost
rather be out of pocket at the end of the year
than that her dinners and suppers should not
be well cooked and plentiful. She is a south
German, with a big, warm heart, but used to
disappointment and the incivility of the
thoughtless every day of her life.

The company is such as may very generally
be found at a second-class hotel abroad ; mostly
Germans, with a sprinkling of Americans and
English. The landlady’s eyes follow the dishes
as they go round, and she looks to the faces
anxiously to see that every ome is satisfied ;
every now and then her eyes wander back to a
vacant chair beside her, and she gives a rapid
glance towards the door. At last it opens,
and her face brightens ; her colour deepens a
little, as a tall, gray-headed man of about fifty
or upwards takes the chair beside Ler. He is
unmistakably an Englishman,—one who has
lived long abroad, however ; for he seems quite
at home, well acquainted with the troubles or
interests of ail his neighbors, for each of whom
he has a kind word ; and he does not forget to
compliment the landlady on her dishes. At
last, when the meal is over, she says to him,
¢ Do you know, Mr. Smith, a countryman of
yours arrived here last night ? an artist too I’
““Indeed !’ says he, ¢ I wonder if I know him 5
where is he sitting ¥’ < At the end of the
third table,” the landlady tells him ; ““heis a
tall man with red hair ; his wife is with him.”

Smith rises, and gives a rapid glance in our
direction. ¢ Ogilvie I”” he exclaims, *it’s
years since I saw him, but I should have known
him anywhere. Well, this isa pleasant sur-
prise I’ He rises quickly and finds his way
over to us. My husband does not at once re-
cognize his old friend, but when the question
is asked : “ Have you quite forgotten Arthur
Smith of Fitzroy Stuare?’ he rises quickly
and grasps the hand held out to him, with
energy and genuine warmth. Tlen I am in-
troduced, and Mr. Smith asks us to come up
to his rooms and have coffee.

“You will have a long climb,” he says to
me, ¢ for I live with the pigeons on the top of
the house, but I can promise you a good cup of
coffee when you get to the top.”” Then he
goes to make his preparations, and I am eager
to know who he is.

I remember him first about twenty years
ago,”’ says my husband, ¢ when he was suc-
cessful and had just made a ¢hit’ at the Royal
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tinued without interruption. And third, that
the assembling of different classes and nation-
alities from surrounding villages at a return
of the Pentecostal season gave them greater
opportunities of diffusing the truth.

The first dissension in the Infant Church
arose from the Grecian Jews complaining that
their widows were neglected in not getting a
fair share of the charities distributed by the
Hebrew Jews residing in the city. The diffi-
culty was wisely met and satisfactorily reme-
died by the appointment of seven Deacons to
conduct the temporal affairs of the Church,
and to assist in visiting and instructing the
converts.

In answer to prayer, seven men of honest
report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom,
properly fitted for the work, were all chosen
from the Grecians, of whem Stephen, the proto-
martyr, seems to have been the leading man,
He became one of the most interesting and
remarkable characters of the New Testament,
although his deaconship was of short duration.
He had eminent gifts, was a man of great
controversial power, and became especially
prominent and useful. Certain sects, inimical
to Christ, disputed with Stephen ; but not
being able to resist his wisdom, and the spirit
by which he maintained his doctrines, they
tesolved to get rid of him by making false ac-
cusations, anc by suborning witnesses who
would swear falsely, as they were told to do.

Stephen was arrested and brought before the
Council, where false witnesses testified against
him ; and all looking steadfastly on him, saw
his face as it had been the face of an angel.
See Ex, 34 : 29, 80 ; and Luke 9 : 29.

And yet, as we shall see in the next chap-
ter, he was condemned and stoned to death !

The process of appointing Deacons in the
Infant Church was simple and scriptural.

1st. The Church selected them for their
‘piety and wisdom ; not for their wealth or
influence.

2nd. Having been selected, they were pre-
sented to the Apostles.

3rd. They were dedicated to the office by
iprayer for God’s grace and guidance.

4th. And then the Apostles laid their hands
on them, and thus set them apart for their
sacred and important work ; which was espe-
cially to assist the Apostles in providing for
the bodies and souls of the destitute, and in
promptly performing the manifold services
connected with the Infant Church, now might-
ily increasing day by day. C. Y.

You cannot dream yourself into a character ;
you must hammer and forge yourself one.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES :
(FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.)

was a city smitten by a man to win a wife ;

was the lawful iusband of a Prophetess
for life.

though possessed by demons seven, Christ
cured in Galilee ;

was a gallant Captain cured of dreary
leprosy.

was King David’s herdsman who had
camels in his care ;

was a great Apostle, who would nobly die
or dare.

"W o % g R

ANSWERS FOR JUNE.—Y, Yarn ; Z, Ziklag 5
A, Abinadab; B, Baal-berith; C, Caleb; D,
Dan.

DeAr CHILDREN,—We are glad you are
doing so well. Your answers are examined
every month and carefully marked down, along
with your names ; and all of you that go on
doing your very best every time, may be sure
of an honour at last. Just so in your life:
Gop marks down all you do; and if you put
your trust in Him and do the right till the
end, you will win. ¢ He that endures to the
end shall be saved.”

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By JorN McKay, Esq., NEW GLASGOW.

( Contimued. )

HAD been at no school before coming
to America. The Parish school was
more than ten miles distant from my
%y father’s house. There were two pri-
% ? vate schools in the Parish, but none
s of them nearer than ten miles. My
brother Angus, who was about eight years
older than I, was attending school for some
years, and was a very good English scholar.
The first of my schools was with a little Irish~
man named Patrick Dowling, who taught on
Fraser's Mountain for a winter. With him I
began reading and writing. He was a kind
little fellow, and much liked by his pupils,
who were all pretty well grown up. I do not
know what became of him since. It was very
difficult to get books or papers in those days.
Dilworth’s Spelling Book, Dilworth’s Arith-
metic, and the Bible, were the text books. I
took great delight in reading, but it was not
an easy watter to get hold of anything worth
reading, besides these. I got hold somewhere
of Buchanan’s History of Scotland, and read
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it with intense interest. That old Statesman’s
picture of poor Queen Mary made a painful
impression on my youthful mind, which no
after readings, however favorable to her, were
ever able wholly to remove, Next winter I
attended a school for a while kept by one An-
drew Blair, where New Glasgow is now. The
school was kept in a log-house, near where
‘Charles Sutherland’s house was afterwards
built. This was certainly the first school that
was ever kept in New Glasgow. Blair was a
near relative of the Blairs on the west side of
the river. He was a nice young man, and I
liked him very much. I was then about fif-
teen years of age. My next school was kept
at New Glasgow by the late James Crerar,
Esq., of Merigomish. He was a good teacher,
a good scholar, but very short-tempered. Ne-
vertheless I made good progress in reading,
swriting, and especially in arithmetic. Mr.
Crerar was himself a good arithmetician and
mathematician, and delighted to impart his
knowledge to all who wished to learn. My
failing in this respect was, that I aimed at
learning too much at once.

A year or two after this I attended a school
at Irishtown, kept by Angus McPhie, a young
man of excellent parts, and a first-rate teacher.
‘Of all the schools [ ever attended, Mr. McPhie’s
was my favorite. He was a relative of the
McPhies of Barney’s River, and I think his
people resided at Cape George. I was warmly
attached to this young man. T could never
learn what became of him after he left here.
Some years after this I attended school at Hal-
ifax, both at the Free School (National) taught
by Mr. Wells, and at the Acadian School,
taught by Mr. Bromley:—the first, on the
Madras system, (Dr. Bell’s); the second, on
the Lancastrian system.

Although I had to work very hard at home,
{my father being an old man, beginning on a
new farm, and 1 the only son stopping with
him), nevertheless I studied hard during the
intervals of schooling. Books were scarce and
money not easily got by the like of me ; yet I
managed to get some good books some way.
From the late Rev. Dr. McGiegor I borrowed
many books ; among the rest an Encyclopedia,
in two large volumes. 7 read it all, and mas-
tered a good deal of it, and made it my own.
Any books that would be of service to me, if
the Doctor had them, were at my disposal. I
cannot look back, even at this distant period,
(1868), without expressing the deepest grati-
sude for the many acts of kindness and atten-
tion shewed me by that venerable clergyman ;
and it is the more fitting that the remembrance
of Dr. McGregor’s kindness to me in years

long passed away should come fresh to my
memory just now, seeing that I have this day
attended the funeral of his youngest son by
his first marriage.

I said that the History of Scotland by
Buchanan was about the first of my readings.
I afterwards read Robertson’s Histories of
Scotland, of Charles the Fifth, and of America.
I read Hume’s, Smollet’s, and Ashburton’s
Histories of England, and latterly Macaulay’s.
I read Russell’s and Allison’s Histories of
Europe, and the Lives of many Statesmen and
‘Warriors,—each embracing much of the history
of their respective times. I read Histories of
Greece and of Rome, besides Rollin, Mosheim,
and Josephus. I read Histories of France, of
Russia, and of the Scandinavian nations, and
of all the voyages and travels I could get hold
of. Iread all of Guthrie’s Geography, (a large
work containing sketches and statistics of every
country of the world then known,) in three
months, and studied the charts, so that I
understood the position of all the main-lands
and islands on the globe. I read Reid, Stew- -
art and Brown on Moral Philosophy, with -
much advantage ; and of all the Physical Sci- -
ences I learned a good deal, except Botany and
Phrenology. Iacquired such general knowledge
of these things as to enable me to speak intel-
ligently of any of them ; and this knowledge
was attained before I was thirty years of age.
My acquaintance with the laws of motion
among the Heavenly Bodies enabled me to
understand the nature of the calculations of
Astronomy. I could (and did) calculate
Eclipses of the Sun and Moon ; and I under-
stood Navigation, with the methods of finding
the Longitude at sea and on land. I taught
school for eight years; four on McLennan’s
Mountain and four at New Glasgow. Those
years spent on McLennan’s Mountain: were
in many respects the happiest of my life. I
was then between twenty and twenty-five years
old ; entirely my own wmaster; no other care
or trouble ; every spare hour in the woods with
my gun, or at Sutherland’s River with the
fishing rod. Finer men than the first inhabit-
ants of McLennan’s Mountain could not be
found anywhere. Of the. strictest integrity
and greatest moral worth were those old moun-
taineevs, and their words were surer than the
bonds of the average men- of the present gene-
ratien. How fondly I look back on those joy-
ous times, and on those grey-headed patriots!

About A. D. 1815, Religious questions began
to disturb the community, principally denom-
inational questions. The original inhabitants
were mainly from the Highlands of Scotland,
and belonged to the Established Church. Very
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little was known at that time here of the sec-
tarian distinctions which were then beginning
to obtain in Scotland. Rev. Mr. McGregor,
the first Minister of Pictou, belonged to the
Body then known there as Seceders ; but being
a good man and earnest preacher, no exception
was taken to him on that account. Indeed,
the distinction was scarcely intelligible to them.
The only Minister of the Church of Scotland
in Nova Scotia, at the time referred to, was
Dr. Brown of St. Matthew’s, Halifax ; and it
does not appear that he troubled himself much
about his fellow-religionists elsewhere.

About 1801, a large influx of emigrants ar-
rived from home,—chiefly from the Highlands
of Inverness and Sutherland shires. These
knew more of the sectarianism of the old coun-
try, and the religious questions which were
agitating the people there. Disputes arose,
and sermons were preached from particular
texts of Scripture :—parties were formed, and
the Established Church of Scotland denounced
in no measured terms from the pulpits, I
began to take part in these disputes. My
father was a staunch Kirkman, and of course
1 was one. No doubt a large amount of un-
charitableness existed on both sides.

The first clergyman of the Church of Scot-
land that preached here was Mr. Fletcher, a
young man who called at Pictou on his way to
Canada. 1 was then a young man, but the
impression on my mind to this day is, that he
was the most impressive preacher I have ever

heard. He was so different in his manner |\

from the formal, stiff preaching we were accus-
tomed to, that the impression he made on his
hearers continued, on most, probably during
life. He preached for four Sabbaths in this
county : once in a tent on the Intervale near
where the Albion Mines foundry is now ; once
at Bast Branch ; once at West Branch ; and
once at Mount Thom. And considering the
sparse population of the county then, he was
followed by an immense number of hearers.
The last sermon he preached here was at
Mount Thom. The people of MecLennan’s
Mountain—(myself among them)—went all the
way there to hear him. It was nothing to
walk ten or fifteen miles to hear a sermon in
those days!

Such popularity gave great offence to our
resident clergymen. Mr. McGregor first tried
to get Mr. Fletcher to join his own Body ; and
‘this being declined by the young man, every
means was used to annoy him. He was lite-
rally persecuted during his short stay; the
most unworthy methods being resorted to with
the view of injuring his character. The day
on which Mr. Fletcher preached at Squire

MecKay’s Intervale, Mr. McGregor was from:
home ; but Mr. McCulloch vacated his own
church at Pictou and preached in Mr. McGre-
gor’s church to prevent the people going to
hear Mr. Fletcher. The people, nevertheless,
did go to hear him, and left Mr. McCulloch to
preach to almost empty seats. Tifceen, it was
said, were all the audience he had left. There
was much bitterness and strife in those days ;
the alienation became wider and wider, until
at last the parties separated and assumed their
distinctive names of Kirk and Antiburgher.

About the year 1818 Rev. Donald A. Fraser
arrived in Pictou and became the Kirk Minis-
ter of McLennan’s Mountain and New Glasgow,
with a salary of, nominally, £150, out illy
paid ; not twenty pounds in the year, in cash.
I know this to be true, for I then took an in-
terest, in earnest, in Church matters. Squire
Fraser and myself had the charge of the New
Glasgow part of the stipend (£75), and many
an anxious day and hour did we spend in
making out that sum out of ¢ receipts,” ¢ or-
ders,” “‘entries’’ on merchants’ books, etc.,
but few or mo ¢ cash” payments !

(7o be continued.)

LETTER FROM SCOTLAND.

THORNHILL, DUMFRIESSEIRE, 1887.

y2EAR MR. MELVILLE,—We had a very
busy day of it on 21st June, celebrat-
ing the Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
% An outline of what was done in the
3> Parish of Morton may be taken as
representative of almost every Parish
in Scotland. The celebration was properly
introduced by a religious service in the Parish
Church, conducted by our respected Minister,
Rev. Mr. Oswald, who had a very busy day of
it. The service in the Church lasted about an
hour ; and as the Sabbath School children
retired, they were all presented with a Medal
in commemoration of the Jubilee. After this
Mr. Oswald went to the Poorhouse and presided
at a dinner provided for the inmates by Mis.
Dickson, a very worthy lady of the Parish.
Afterwards he came into Thornhill and married
a very worthy friend of mine, Mr. Allan (Arch-
itect to His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch on
the Drumlanrig Estates,) to a very amiable
young lady, whose father hails from Dundee.
1 hope they may both be spared to see their
Jubilee wedding-day ; but I need hardly say,
¢« May I be there to see !” After this, all the
children of the Parish met at the schoolhouse,
to the number of Six HUNDRED, and marched
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400 per cent. There has also been an enor-
mous increase in the value of its fisheries. In
1836 these were valued at $895,000, and in
1885 they were estimated at $9,000,000,—an
increase of 1,000 per cent. 'I'he bank note
circulation in the province was under $400,000
in 1836, while last year it exeeeded $5,000,000.
With its progress otherwise the cause of educa-
tion has not been neglected in the province.
A return of 1832 shows that then it had 420
schools, attended by 11,771 scholars, or 9 per
cent. of the population, while the statistics of
last year show that then there were 105,410
pupils attending school, comprising nearly 25
per cent. of the population. These figures best
testify regarding the present flourishing condi-
tion of Nova Scotia, and augur well for its
future prosperity.—Scientific American.

CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. I.—We regret to
learn of the deathof Col. J. M. Gray, C. M. G.,
of Charlottetown, which sad event took place
on Tuesday. The deceased was a native of
that place, and was highly esteemed. In 1863,
he was Premier of P. E. Island, but two years
later, out of differences arising about Con-
federation, of which he was an ardent supporter,
he resigned his seat in the Conservative Govern-
ment, and was succeeded by the late Hon. J.
C. Pope. Some jyears ago, Her Majesty, in
recognition of his eminent services to the
Crown, conferred upon him the decoration of a
Companion of the Order of St. Michael and
St. George. He was a devout member of St.
James’ Kirk, which will greatly miss his
services. Colonel Gray leaves a large family.
His third daughter is married to Mr. H. S.
Poole, Manager of the Acadia Coal Coy.,
Stellarton.

OrwEeLL, P. E. I.—Rev. D. B. McLeod
was inducted into the pastorate of Orwell
Head Church, P. E. Island, July 28th. The
congregation seemed deeply interested in the
proceedings. The congregation, though not
large, is compact. The people are mostly in.
dustrious and prosperous farmers. The land
is well cultivated, the farms are free of debt,
and few agricultural districts on the Island are
making more rapid progress than Orwell.

THE prospectus of the St. Paul’s Institute,
a charitable educational and missionary insti-
tution about to be established in Tarsus, the
birth-place of the Apostle Paul, has been issued.
Tarsus is situated in the Province of Cilicia,
in Asia Minor, at present one of the Provinces
of the Turkish Empire, and has a population
of about 20,000. It will be undenominational,
yet thoroughly religious and evangelical,

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By Jomx McKay, Esq., Now GrAscow.

( Continued. )

728e9) 115 LATE REV. DONALD ALLAN I'rasER
i *l o Was a very talented man and a thor-
x ough gentleman ; but although a good
s preacher, yet nothing like Fletcher.
%@ We were all much disappointed at

first at Mr. Fraser’s preaching ; for
we really thought every Minister of the Church
of Scotland was like Fletcher, or should be so.
Mr Fraser, nevertheless, was a most excellent
person. No Minister since his day has gained
the affections of his people like him ; nor is it
likely that any will. He and his amiable wife
pitched their tent in the wilderness, dwelling
for many years in a rough log shantie. and
made it the cheerful and welcom2 resting-place
of all comers. Oh! how many happy hours 1
have spent with the joyous inmates of that
log house.

The interests of a growing family and the
smallness of the stipends induced Mr. and
Mus, Fraser to leave Pictou, and go, first to
Lunenburg, and then to St. John’s, Newfound-
land,—at which latter place Mr. Fraser died.

I said that he was a talented man  Some
years after his being settled in this County,
his talents were called into requisition in a way
not palatable to his taste, nor congenial to his
feelings  The bitteruess of party strife was at
its height when he arrived here, and the cler-
gymen that were here before looked on him as
an intruder on a domain that was exclusively
their own. The late Rev. Dr. McCulloch was
the bitterest, and by far the cleverest of these.

The Doctor was considered to be the ablest
controversial writer in the Colony. He had
published, along with various other papers,
two large books on Popery, and he was also at
the head of Pictou Academy,—an Institution
which stood high in reputation then, and con-
tinued to do so as long as the Doctor was
Principal of it.

In an unfortunate hour for the Doctor’s own
reputation, without the smallest provocation
he made a wanton and very intemperate attack
on Mr. Fraser’s character in a long article
published in the Acadian Recoroer newspaper.
Mr. Fraser could not get over replying, but he
evidently shrunk from the encounter. He
prepared a paper in reply, but submitted its
contents to Squire Fraser and myself before it
was sent to the publisher. We condemned the
article 4n toto, and made him burn it before
our eyes, for it was far too soft. We gave him
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hints as to the kind of thing that was wanted.
In two or three days he showed us another
paper. This he published in the Pictow 0b-
server, and it placed him at once at the head
of our Provincial writers. Afteran interchange
of seven or eight letters,—Mr. Fraser rising at
every renewed effort,—the Doctor had to retire
from the contest. He never again appeared in
public controversy.

Mr. and Mrs. Fraser were greatly loved and
respected by all the Kirk people. He was the
first Minister of the Scotch Establishment who
settled here, and soon fixed himself firmly in
the affections of the Highlanders by his sociable
and gentlemanly manners. The lamentations
of these people were deep and loud when he
left them

By this time (1840) there had arrived other
Ministers of the Kirk in the County of Pictou :
Rev. K. J. McKenzie in the town of Pictou ;
Rev. John McRae at East aud West Branches ;
Rev. Dougald McKichan at Barney’s River,
and others ; all excellent men and good preach-
ers. Rev. John Stuart succeeded Mr. Fraser
as Minister of New Glasgow. In twenty-three
years, from 1819 to 1842, the Church of Scot-
land in this Province and P. E Island increased
from one clergyman to twenty-six, presiding
over as many congregations. At a meeting of
Synod for 1842, there were twenty-six ordained
clergymen present. The adhereuts of the Kirk
in this Provinee and P. E. Island would not be
less than 45,000 souls.

It was at this time, when the Church was
in the highest prosperity, with the brightest
prospects of enlargement before it, that the
unhappy Zisruption fell upon it and apparently
endangered its very existence. It would be
unprofitable now to enlarge upon the reasons
which led to that lamentable crisis. They are
matters of history. The cry.raised was a pop-
ular cry, but the object of some of the leaders
was clerical aggrandizement, such as no civil-
ized government could grant with safety. The
leaders in the movement were men of eminence
and talents, but they allowed their impulses
to control their judgment ; therefore they suc-
ceeded, not in gaining the object in view, but
only in splitting the Churca. The effect of the
Disruption was most disastrous to the Church
here.—Most of the Clergymen, with a large
number of the people, went over to the ¢ Free
Church ;” and others of the Clergymen—(no
less than six from the County of Pictou)—re-
turned to Scotland to take charge there of
congregations (or rather Parishes) left vacant
by the secession. The late Rev. Dr. McGilli-
vray of McLennan’s Mountain, and Rev. Mr.
Martin of Halifax, were the only Clergymen

that remained loyally with us,—the Rev. Mr.
Scott of Halifax standing neutral at the time.

These were dark and gloomy days ! We were
bewildered! No man scarcely knew what to
do, or whom to place confidence in, or ask for
advice. Old ties of friendship were broken up ;
the peace of families was destroyed, and strife
and bad blood were rife far and near !

The Minister of New Glasgow congregation,
Rev. John Stuart, went over to the * Free
Church,”” with about the half of the congrega-
tion. Doctor Forrest, Squire Fraser, (who
returned to us in the course of the year), John
Cameron, Esq, John Grant, Esq., and others,
followed the Minister. The Minister was in
possession of Church and Manse. There were
nevertheless some sterling fellows who adhered
to the old Church. Alas, most of them have
passed away ! Simon McKay, Neil McKay,
Esq., Dunean Murray, Simon Fraser (black-
smith), Donald McDonald (tailor), Alexander
Douglass,—grand men and true, all of them !

A combination ~ of various ecircumstances
placed me in the front rank of the contending
parties of those times. Perhaps I had as much
influence with the Kirk people in those days
as any other person in the Province. Our
Clergymen had deserted us in the hour of our
utmost need, except the Rev. Mr. McGillivray ;
and he, although a good man, was not fitted
for contention ~ He shrank from it, and had
almost prepared himself to leave us more than
once, and to follow his brethren who went
Lome. We prevailed on him to remain with
us ; and thus we were able to keep our congre-
gations together,—Mr. McGillivray itinerating
and preaching from Church to Church for more
than two years. No help could be got from
the Church at home. There the Disruption
was in some things more disastrous in its con-
sequences than here. It emptied the pulpits
of many of its Lest preachers and greatest
ornaments, and deprived it of almost the en-
tire staff of its Probationers. Notwithstanding
all these discouraging circumstances, we did
not lose heart altogether. The first shock was
the most stupefying! After using peaceable
arguments unsuccessfully with Mr. Stuart to
quit the Church and Manse, we at last ejected
him by a suit in the Supreme Court,—a suit
which cost him £100. We were quite sorry
for it, but the blame was entirely his own.

‘When we got possession of the Church and
Church property, I opened a correspondence
with the Colonial Committee of the Church at
home Tt was through this correspondence,
and largely on my own representation, that the
Deputations from the Kirk visited this country :

First, Dr. Simpson, Dr. McLeod of Morven,



—~—

138 THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

an! Dr. Norman McLeod ; Second, Dr. Fowler,
Dr. McIntosh, and Mr. Stevenson, Duleny ;
and 7hird, Dr. Richie and Mr. Sutherland of
Dingwall. These were all great and good men.
‘We will not see their like again !

These Deputations did a vast amount of
good both here and elsewhere. They strength-
ened our hands, cheered our hearts, encouraged
us on the way, and completely refuted the open
charges and private insinuations of the Dis-
senters, declaiming against the Moderatism of
the Church of Scotland.

It seems but of yesterday since they were
among us, and we were enjoying their company
and listening to their teaching; nevertheless
four of the members composing those Deputa-
tions have already (in 1868) passed into the
better world, namely, Dr. Simpson, Dr. McIn-
tosh, Dr. Fowler, and Mr. Sutherland.

(7o be continued.)

POETIC GEMS FOR YOUNG AND OLD.

Y Gop, my FATHER, while I stray,
Far from my home, on life’s rough

way,
O teach me from my heart to say,
“Thy Will be done.”

Tho’ dark my path, and sad my lot,
Let me be still, and murmur not,
Or breathe the prayer, divinely taught,
“Thy Will be done.”

What though in lonely grief I sigh
For friends beloved no longer nigh,
Submissive would I still reply,

“Thy Will be done.”

If Thou shouldst call me to resign
What most I prize—it ne’er was mine;
I only yield Thee what is Thine:

“Thy Will be done.”

Let but my fainting heart be blest,

With Thy sweet SPIRIT for its guest,

My Gob, to Thee I leave the rest:
“Thy Will be done.”

Renew my will from dag to day,

Blend it with Thine, and take away

All that now makes it hard to say,
“Thy Will be done.”

GOD DID THE BEST.

The following beautiful lines were sent to a
mother who had just laid one of her cherished
ones in the grave. Perhaps they may speak
words of comfort to other hearts as they did to
the one who received them from the unknown
author:—

Mother, I see you with your light,
Leading your babies all in white
o their sweet rest;
CHRIST, the Good Shepherd, has mine to-night,
And that is best!

[ I cannot help tears, when I see them twine

Their hands in yours, with curls that shine
On your warm breast ;

But the Saviour’s is purer than yours or mine,
He can love best!

You tremble each hour, because your arms

Are weak ; your heart is sad with alarms,
And sore opprest ;

My darlings are safe out of reach of harms,
And that is best!

You know over yours may hang, even now,
Pain and disease, whose progress slow
Naught can arrest ;
Mine in Gop’s garden run to and fro,
And that is best!

You know that of yours the feeblest one

And dearest may live long years alone,
Unloved, unble-t; -

Mine are cherished around Gop’s throne,
And that is best!

You dread for yours the sin that sears.
Dark guilt unwashed by repentant tears,
And unconfessed ;
Mine entered spotless on endless years;
. much the best !

But grief is selfish. and I cannot sce

Always why I should so stricken be,
More than the rest ;

But I know that as well as for them, for me,
God did the best. —Herald.

< If they persecuted Me, they will also perseeute you.”

The man is thought a knave or fool,
Or bigot plotting crime,
Who, for the advancement of his race,
Is wiser than his time.
For him the hemlock shall distil,
For him the axe be bared ;
For him the gibbet shall be built,
For him the stake prepared.
Him shall the scorn and wrath of men
Pursue with deadly aim,
And malice, envy, spite and lies
Shall desecrate his name.
But truth shall conquer at the last,
For round and round we run ;
And ever the right comes uppermost,
And ever s justice done.

Pace through thy cell, old Socrates,
Cheerily to and fro;
Trust to the impulse of thy soul,
And let the poison flow.
They shatter to carth the lamp of clay
That holds a light divine,
But they cannot quench the fire of thought
By any such deadly wine.
They cannot blot thy spoken words
From the memory of man
By all the poison ever was brewed
Since time its course began.
To-day abhorred, to-morrow adored—
So round and round we run.
And ever the truth comes uppermost,
And ever is justice done.

Plod in thy cave, gray anchorite,
Be wiser than thy peers;

Augment the range of human power,
And trust to coming years.
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The words of sharp reproof uttered by Peter
evidently made a deep impression on Simon’s
mind ; when he humbly asked Peter to pray
for him, and that none of these things spoken
might come upon him. But here he disappears
from Sacred Scripture.

(16.)

Marks an epoch in the history of the Infant
Church. Saul, from a bitter foe, becomes the
most powerful defender of the Christian faith,
and its most successful Missionary. Not one
of all the Aposties made such a deep and last-
ing impressionas he.

The first mention made of him was in con-
nection with the death of Stephen (ch. 7 : 58.)
He was of Jewish parentage, but born in a
Gentile city called Tarsus, in the province of
Cilicia, in Asia Minor. He was therefore a
Roman citizen, and thus free-born.”” (See
in Aects 16: 87, 38 ; and 22: 25-28.) Saul
was educated at Jerusalem, was a pupil of Ga-
maliel’s, (22: 3), was highly educated in the
learning of that day, and had very extensive
knowledge in Hebrew, Greek and Latin.

With such talents, natural and acquired, he
was a leading persecutor of the early Christi-
ans, (8: 1, 8). He obtained from the High
Priest, about a year after Stephen’s death, let-
ters to go to Damascus to extend persecutions
against Christians in that city, which was one
of the most ancient in the world. See Genesis
14 : 15. It was once the metropolis of all
Syria, and was about fifty miles east of the
Mediterranean Sea, with lofty mountains inter-
vening. It contains even now 100,000 inhab-
itants, and is famous-for its silks and linens,
(known first by the name of Damasks), and also
for its Damascene swords or blades, so temper-
ed as to be twisted round the hand like a cord.

‘While Saul journeyed and came mnear to
Damascus, he was most singularly arrested,
for suddenly there shone round about him a
light from heaven. He fell to the earth, and,
hearing an accusing voice, he said, “Who art
thou, Lord #” The immediate answer was, ¢ I
am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.”” He then,
trembling and astonished, cried, ¢ Lorp, what
wilt thou have me to do?’ He was told te
proceed to the city and he would be instructed.
He was led by the hand (being quite blinded
by the vision), with the men that accompanied
him, into Damascus.

Saul must have been on feot, although we
have seen paintings and engravings of this mi-
raculous event, even in Bibles, representing
him and his companions on horseback. Poets,

SAvuL’s CONVERSION ; Acts 9 : ‘1-8,

paintets and engravers sometimes give wide !

scope to their imagination. They are not gen«
erally to be relied on as correct theologians.
Saul received this as a heavenly call, and
manifested complete submission. His surren-
der was the turning-point of his life. He, the
most unlikely subject of grace. became a truly
zealous and earnest Christian. Thus Saul, the
chief of sinners, became the chiefest of the
Apostles, after he had received his sight, was
baptized, and filled with the Holy Spirit.
C.

e

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES :
(FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES,)

W were the well-trained men whose business
was to fight ;

’X beheaded John the Baptist, it may be with
rude delight ;

Y was broken from our neck, to make us free
and yet upright ;

Z had sons that followed Jesus, serving Him
with all their might ;

A was Ancestor of Saul, and was a mighty
man of power ;

B was built of brick and slime into a very
lofty tower.

AxswxRs FOR AUGUST.—K, Kirjath-Sepher ;
L, Lapidoth ; M, Mary Magdalene ; N, Naa-
man ; O, Obil ; P, Paul.

Blessed are they that endure faithfully to the
end /

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By Jorx McKaAy, Esq., NEwW GrasGcow.

.

( Continued. )
P2IXTY years have effected marvellous
changes! The whole face of the coun-
try is changed. In place of the four
log Churches, there are now over forty !
each of which will accommodate from
500 to 900 sitters, on an average. I
can count nine Churches from the window of
my reom ; none of them more than ¢we miles
distant, The old canoes are replaced by a
steamer which runs twice a day between New
Glasgow and Pictou. In place of the mails
coming monthly in a bag on a man’s back, we
have our mails delivered ‘wice o day from
Halifax. The travelling, which then took tAree
days between the two places, is now performed
in four or five hours; and the one saddle of
Donald McLennan is succeeded by hundreds
of four-wheeled carriages, each of which may

&
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cost from £20 to £60. The price of one of
them would buy a good farm in those days.—
And the state of society, both in its moral and
religious aspects, has undergone as marvellous
a change as that of the physical features of the
country.

The first inhabitants have passed away, and
with them has also passed away much of the
sterling honesty, simple straightforwardness,
hospitality, and intense devotedness to religious
matters. At one time I knew almost all the
people, old and young, in the County of Pictou ;
I am now a stranger to many in my own im-
mediate neighborhood.

In the month of July last I and Norman
drove out on the Sabbath to the ¢Sacrament,”
dispensed on that day at McLennan’s Meun-
tain, It was a beautiful day, the great sun
shining in all its glory, while its heat was in
no way oppressive. We had abundance of
time on our hands ; and we drove, not the
shortest road, but the long way by the ¢ Marsh
and over the east end of the Mountains — a road
I have travelled on hundreds of times ¢in life’s
morning march ”—the road that ¢ Tailor Mec-
Donald” and the “ Maxsh” people used to take
in going to Church, long, long ago. 1 expected
to have met with some of the faces well known
to me in the ¢“olden times.” No, not one !
Those were all dead. Even the old trees were
all gone The people that now met me were
the grandchildren of those who went this way
to Church forty years ago. 1 asked a young
man who met me, ¢ Do you know me ¥’ The

 answer was “No.” I told my name. ¢Oh,”
says the young man, I think when a child I
heard my father talking about you.” His late
father was one of my scholars when I taught
school at McLennan’s Mountain. In such cir-
cumstances, how foreibly does the exclamation
of the Psalinist, ¢ Wherefore hast thou made
all men in vain ¥’ come home to our feelings !
or the profound saying of Job, ‘I would not
live alway.” Our Bibles explain the great
mystery of man’s childhood, manhood, decay
and death. The present life is but the initi-
atory part of our existence. There is another
and a better life coming. y Oh, that we were
wise, and would secure to ourselves a sure
entrance into it, by laying hold, through faith,
love, and obedience, on the all-sufficient grace
and truth of JEsvs CHrIsT our LoORD !

About that time the younger Pitt was Prime
Minister of Great Britain, and the Opposition
was led by the celebrated Charles James Fox.
There were Giants in the land in those days;
as Pitt, Fox, Burke, Sheridan, Henry Erskine,
and others. It is doubtful whether English
history can show such a galaxy of great men

before or after. Party spirit ran high. George
the Third was becoming an old man, and he
heartily hated the Whigs. The Prince of
Wales—(afterwards George the Fourth)—led a
loose life and gave all his influence to the
‘Whigs, both in private and in public. The
nation was engaged in a bloody and expensive
war, which lasted for a period of twenty-one
years. This great war commenced in the year
I was born (1794), and lasted with various
phases until the great battle of Waterloo in
1815. The country was much divided in
opinion with respect to the wisdom of contin-
uing the war. Latterly, however, when the
victories of Wellington, following one another
in rapid succession, resounded through the

.Jand, the war became mightily popular with

the bulk of the people ; and consequently the
Opposition to the Government had to take up
some other popular cry, such as ¢ Reform in
Parliament,” and ¢ Catholic Emancipation.”’
King George the Third was a good man, and
his moral influence was great; but his brain
gave way about that time, and he became insane.

The Opposition strove to have the Prince of
Wales appointed Regent, but Pitt successfully
resisted the attempt, and kept the appointment
back for three years ; that is, until his physi-
cians declared, in their report to the Govern-
ment, ““that the old King’s disease was past
all reasonable hope of recovery ” Then the
Prince of Wales became ¢¢ Prince Regent,”” and
continued so until the death of his father, on
which event he became ¢ King George the
Fourth.” It was during this Regency that
Great Britain attained to the highest point of
influence with other nations that she had ever
attained. Great Britain was recognized by all
to be the foremost power in the world. Her
long conflict with the first Napoleon was often
single-handed, and that, too, when at times the
other nations of Europe were all banded against
her Her fleet swept the seas under Nelson,
and cleared it of all enemies, and her land
forces under Wellington were victorious in
every field they fought. It is doubtful indeed
whether Great Britain holds as high a position
comparatively to-day (1868) as she deservedly
did in 1815.  Her policy has been of late years
not to interfere much in European politics.
Secured by her insular pesition from foreign
invasion, she pays all attention to her Colonial
possessions, especially in India, and the only
Power from which she anticipates any trouble
in that quarter is Russia. It was her jealousy
of Russia that led to the Crimean war,—a war
which gained her little renown, although her
soldiers fought with their ancient power and
might, at Alma, Balaclava and Inkermann. Yet
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they somehow mismanaged in attacking the
¢ Redan,” while the French were successful in
carrying the ¢“Malakhoff.”” So the French
got the praise. Russia, however, sustained a
greater defeat than the loss of her fleet and of
her immense army. The character of good
soldiers which her troops had gained in the
campaigns against the first Napoleon, was en-
tirely lost. Even in defekding her own soil,
the Russian soldiergcould nct stand against an
equal number of eitsher‘ Fréntli or English. At
Alma the Russians were B¥dten at all points by
an army much smaller than their own, although
the Allies were the assailants ; and at Inker-
mann seven or eight thousand British soldiers
held the fort victoriously against the furious

efforts of forty thousand Russian soldiers. The | ¢

effect of these disastrous defeats on the n:ind
of the Russian Emperor, the Czar Nicholas,
was such, that he sickened and died in a few
days after.

(To be continued.)

THE LATE REV. W. FLETCHER.

EV. AND DEAR Ep1ToR,—Allow me to
¥ add another item to Squire McKay’s
SSMINAN very excellent REMINISCENCES of the
¢ late Rev. William Iletcher. The

59 Gaelic people of Merigomish invited

=" him to yreach for them, aud gained

his consent. The Rev. Mr. Patrick of Meri-
gomish asked Mr. Samuel Cameron and Mr.
Alexander Forbes about it, and finding that it
was 80, he said : ¢ Let him not preach in the
open air. While I have a pulpit he is welcome
to preach in it. It would be ungodly in me to
keep you from hearing the gospel in Gaelic,
when I cannot preach in Gaelic myself. Let
me know when he is to come, and I will give
it out from the pulpit.” This was done ; and
on the next Sabbath Rev. Mr. Patrick an-
nounced from the pulpit as follows : ¢ I have
great news for you. A Gaelic Minister right
out from Scotland is to preach here next Lord’s
day, D. V. Iask you to send the news far

and wide to all Gaelic people. Tell them to|

come that they may hear what they may re-
member with joy throughout the endless ages
of eternity.” Next morning, just after break-
fast, Mr. Patrick was at my father’s door asking
to be put across the harbor to spread the news
of the Rev. Mr. Fletcher’s coming. A great
congregation assembled accordingly on the
Sabbath, and heard with intense delight and
emotion, never to be forgotten, the ferveut |

preaching of the gospel of salvation in their

native language, by the Rev. Wm. Fletcher.
The memory of that day is dear and sacred by
tradition in Merigomish till this day. It came
like a “sunny blink '’ from heaven to many
humbled souls. I amglad to be able to add
this item to the reminiscences of those early
times. I am yours, sincerely,
FinpAYy CAMPBELL.
Merigomish, N. 8., Sept., 1887.

LETTER FROM SCOTLAND.

WATERSIDE, THORNHILL,

August, 1887.
EAR Mr. MpLviLLe,—I send you a
copy of the ¢“ScroorLs and ScHOOL-
MAsTERS of the Parish of AvcHTER-
" HOUSE for the last two hundred years.”
I should like very much if you would
give them a note in your Magazine.
I do not think there will be many, if any in
your district, that know about tlat old Parish,
excepting yourself ; but in your Student days
you knew it well. 'We have explored the Seid-
law Hills together, and on looking down from
the White Tap of ¢ Kilpurnie,”” we thought we
never saw a scene so fair as the wild moorland,
sylvan, and pastoral Parishes of Auchterhouse
and Lundie. The writer is Mr. John Robext-
son, F. E. I. 8, now the Parish Schoolmaster ;
and I think he has given us a very faithful
outline. Two hundred years of schoolmasters’
work, one would think, might almost extend
to the ¢“Crack of Doom,”” but my friend Mr.
Robertson has made a good history of them.
¢“ The Dominies ” were a wonderfully guod lot,
in regular succession, but when the side views
turn up they are often queer. Some of them
get the coals laid pretty heavy on their heads ;
I suppose deservedly so. You may be surprised
at the youth of Scotland being tanght, and
school-houses managed, in such a primitive
way, where ¢ Divots’’ were cast at so much to
cover the schoolhouse,

‘“ But strapping chiels and clever hizzles
‘Were reared in sic a way as this is!”

Mr. Robertson is worthy of hearty thanks
or his research ; and with a new winter com-
ing, if he could find leisure to sketch in the
same way ‘“ THE MINISTERS OF THE PARISH”
for the same time, I am sure you, as one, would
vote ¢ AYr.”

With kind regards, I am, etc.,

DAvip CLARK.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
We find this a truly interesting pamphlets
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(18.) PETER

WORKING MIRACLES: Acts 9:

This chapter concludes the first eight years
of the Infant Chureh, from the day of Pente-
cost (A. D. 29) to the resurrection of Doreas
(A. D. 87.) The Gospel, up to this period,
was preached to the Jews only, not a Gentile
having been called before Cornelius. See chap.
10. Saivation was of the Jews; from which
nation came the Lord Jesus Christ. “He came
unto his own, and his own received him not,”
John 1: 11. The Jews rejected Christ and
erucified Him, and, after eight years had
elapsed, the Apostles, by command, turned to
the Gentiles. See Luke2: 32, and Acts 26: 23.

Among the Gentiles the Infant Church was
soon established. The Reprobate nations be-
came the Klect, and the Elect nation turned
Reprobate 1 - Here we see God’s goodness as
well as His severity. See Romans 11 : 22.

The Christian can only stand by faith and
grace, and must not be high-minded, but fear,

While Peter was visiting the Churches and
building them up on their most holy fzith, he
doubtless performned many miracles in the name
of Jesus Christ, (for he had no power in him-
self other than what was given to him from
above) ; and two of these miracles are set forth
in the concluding part of this interesting chap-
ter: one, the healing of AKneas at Lydda ; and

the other, the raising of Dorcas or Tabitha | %4

from death uato life, at Joppa.

Lydda was a town nine miles ecast of Joppa,
on the road hetween that port and Jerusalem.
Joppa was a very ancient sea-port town on the
coast of Palestine, and was situate about forty
miles northwest of Jerusalem. Recent travel-
lers describe Joppa as having about four thou-
sand inhabitants, who make and export large
quansities of soap, used in the baths of Cairo
and Damascus. Excellent fruits also, especially
water melons, are extensively raised here, in
orchards and gardens, (the soil being sandy and
fertile,) as well as in other parts of the plain
of Sharon, and shipped to various places on
the Mediterranean and elsewhere. It is now
of such importance that a British Coneul is
stationed there. Travellers to the Holy Land
arrive in steamers at Joppa, and proceed by
the railway—rvecently built—to Jerusalem.

The miracles performed by Peter were the
means of confirming and increasing the con-
verts of the Infant Church.

The Apostle dwelt some time with Simon,
2 taamner, preaching and establishing the saints
at Joppa, until summoned by Cornelius to go
to Cipsarea.  See ehapter 10: 23, C.Y.

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES :
(FOR .SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.)

was king David’s_second son by birth of
Abigail 4

was a famous female Judge, the first in
Israel.

was the head of Reuben’s tribe, with Mo-
ses, brave for fight ;

was a passion, timorous, he felt not day
nor night.

was one weaned in Pharaoh’s house, and
bred among his sons ;

was his sire, an Edomite, ’gainst Solomon
who runs.

H @2 = 53 9 @

ANSWERS FOR SEPTEMBER.—Q, Quaterni-
ons; R, Rahab ; S, Samuel; T, Thomas; U,
Uriah 5 V, Vengeance.

WELL DONE, good children who always
answer well ! Do your best new! Only ano-
ther number this year.

REMINISCENCES OF A LONG LIFE.

By Jomx MoRAY, Esq., NEW GLASGOW.

( Conclided. )

URING my remembrances there reigned
three Kings and a Queen over Great
Britain : George III., George IV.,
William 1V., and Queen Victoria.
The first and last had long and pros-
perous reigns. George 1V. and Wil-

liam (two brothers) had short reigns. They

were both old men when they came to the
throne. During the same period there have
been sizteen Prime Ministers. Of these, Lord

Liverpool held office the longest, and Percival

the shortest. He was shot in the lobby of the

House of Parliament by an insane person.

There were also, during the same period, thir-

teen Governors who consecutively ruled over

this Province of Nova Seotia, namely : Went-
worth, Provoste, Sherbrooke, Dalhousie, Kempt,

Maitland, Campbell, Falkland, Harvey, Le-

Marchant, Normanby, Williams, and Doyle.

Ten of these were Generals in the Army. Six

of them served under the Great Dulke, and

gained honors in Spain, Portugal, and at Wa-
terloo. I have seen them all, and remember
them well.

The progress recently made in civilization
and science is truly astonishing. Sixty years
ago the science of Geology was not known.
Neither was Meteorology or Mineralogy. Steam
power was undeveloped, and, altheugh Klee-
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tricity was known, it was only known as one
of the most destructive powers of nature. If
is only within eomparatively a few years that
men began to apply Electricity to any useful
purpose. The utilization of Steam and of the
Electric Telegraph have ehanged the whole as-
pect, not enly of the commercial but also of
the political world. Nor is the progress made
in Morality and Religion during the same
period much less marked than that in Seience
and Civilization.

At the time I was born there were no Mis-
sionary Soeieties, except at Londen and at
Rome ; no Bible or Tract Societies ; and no
Societies for educating the Poor, at home or
abroad, except Sunday Sehools just begun by
Robert Raikes in 1781. Now there are Mis-
sionaries preaching the everlasting Gospel in
every part, and almost in every language in
the world. And wherever the Gospel goes,
eivilization follows. It is quite true that the
Jarge majority of mankind are still in a state
of barbarism and heathenism. Nevertheless
a mighty beginning has been made. In some
places, formerly in utter barbarism, thousands
and thousands have been converted to Christi-
anity, and everywlhere some progress has been
made. And who ean venture to predict or
estimate the happy changes which the next
period of seventy-five years will effect ?

Although my education has been very limit-
ed, (confined entirely to the English langnage),
yet, from my class studies in my younger days
and constant reading sinee, I acquired such
knowledge of the Physical Sciences as to enable
me to understand and appreciate the progress
of modern discoveries, and in a measare to
keep pace with them.

My firm opinien is, that man is as yet ac-
quainted with but a small part of the latent
powers of Natare, all of which will hereafter
be discovered as the exigencies of man require
them, and be utilized by him fer his own par-
poses, just as Steam and Electrieity have been.
The GreEAT CREATOR having stored the earth,
the sea and the atmosphere with sueh treasares
as man requires for the performance of his
mission in this world, and just as he requires
thém, Gop will raise up some one to discover
and utilize them. It is hardly eorreet to term
these things ¢ diseoveries;” they are truly
“yevelations.”

P.8.—July, 1873. I am an old man, about
eighty years of age. I have great reason to
thank Gop that my bodily seuses, except my
hearing, ave still unimpaired, and the faculties
of my mind are quite vigorous. I can execute
the business of my office with as clear an un-

derstanding as ever I eould, and my judgment
on things and events are sounder than ever
before. If it were the good will of my Heavenly
Father, I would net wish teo outlive my hodily
senses and mental intelleet. A second child-
hood or dotage is a melancholy state to look
at or think upon. I have been blessed with
as kind and devoted echildren as a parent
could wish to have ; I know they would nurse
me and provide for me in all or any cireum-
stanees ; nevertheless, I would not like to be-
eome burdensome to them or outlive my useful-
ness. But let Gop’s will be done,—mnot mine.
There are now so many of my dear children
gone to the ¢ house of silence ”—to the ““sleep
that knows no waking here,” that I lose all
relish for these things that used formerly to
delight me. The heart is sad, and takes no
pleasure in them now. Oh what a glerious
thing is memory! When I was young, the
Past wasnothing te me, the Future everything :
% Building castles in the air,”” which were
never realized ; neither indeed were it possible
ever to finish; dreaming day-dreams, and
seeing visions of futare greatness and eminence
which were never to be attained ;—the mind
meanwhile feeding itself on the gorgeous crea-
tions of its own wild faney. But now that I
am old, the Future of this world is nothing to
me,—the Past everything: Memory bringing
up out of its own treasure-house glowing pic-
tures of scenes and incidents in which I bore a
part, long, long ago, and the remembrance of
men and women with whom I was once ac-
quainted and held sweet converse, but whose
bodies are all new at rest, in the ‘“silent cities
of the dead,” and whese souls have retarned to
Gop who gave them ; Who shall reader to
every one according to the deeds dome in the
body, whether good er bad; for there is no
respect of persons with Go». The Juper of
all the universe will do right! e has gone
to prepare everlasting habitations for all the
good and trae.

[This venerable and excellent man survived
for eleven years longer, perfoerming his daties
as Stipendiary Magistrate of New Glasgow tilk
his last illness of eight days, during which he
was eonfined to his house, suffering little pain,
but conscious, bright and cheerful to the last,
when he died in peace, on Sept. 16th, 1884,
¢‘Jooking unto JEsus,’” at the advanced age of
92 years. ¢ Mark the perfect and behold the
upright, for the end of that man is peace.”
Ps. 87 : 87.]

THE greatest glory of a free-born people is to
transmit their glory to their children—FHawasrd.
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G. J. HAMILTON & SONS,
PICTOU, N. 8,

—Manufacturers of the Best Class of—
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—Dealers in—

CLASS FAMILY GROCERIES.

Satisfaction in Goods and Prices Guaranteed.

BISCUITS & CONFECTIONERY,

BEST BRANDS OF FLOUR ; CHOICEST TEAS; AND FIRST-

- — D DOUGEER— = —

PIGTOU, N. S ===

__IMPORTER AND MANUFACTURER OF, AND DEALER IN—

DRY GOGDS, GUST@M TAILGRING, GENTS' FURNISHINGS.
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&o HENDERSO
~ ——MANUFACTURERS OF AND DEALERS IN—
SHOES AND RUBBERS,

AMERICAN AND CANADIAN,
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W hoeoiesale nnd Retail. PICTOU, N.S.

HOUSE FURNISHINGS, CARPETS, Eto, Etc.
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4 ior Millinery, Sacques, Dolmdns Ulsters, ete., promptly ‘executed.
:
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MADE TO ORDER AT SHORT NOTICE.
(onstmtlv on hand—A large range of CLOTHS in Black & Colored W orsteds ;

COMMERCIAL HOUSE - - - YORSTON’S CORNER, PICTOU, N. S.

Dry (xoods, Bea‘dy-made (Clothing,

t.ﬁ:Eilliucrn and %mque making gzpartmmts‘

Under the management of MISS MUNRO and MISS McKENZIE, respectively. Orders
\EEN 'S AND BOYS CLOTHING

|" Scoteh, and Canadian TWE EDS; tlomespuns. TAILORS’ TRIMMINGS ete,
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